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Re: Groundwater Management Plan 

Dear Steve: 
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Submitted herewith is our report on Updated 3030 Groundwater 
Management Plan within the Exchange Contractors services area. 
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~~,,~ 
Kenne~ ~- Schmidt 
Geologist 1578 
Certified Hydrogeologist 176 
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UPOATE AB 3030 GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN 
FOR THE SAN JOAQUIN EXCHANGE CONTRACTORS 

INTRODUCTION 

General 

The San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors Water Authority 

("Exchange Contractors" or "Authority") is a Joint Powers Authority 

organized under the Joint Exercise of Power Act. The member 

agencies are Central California Irrigation District ("CCID"), F:i..re-

baugh Canal Water District ("FCWD"), Columbia Canal Company ("CCC") 

and San Luis Canal Company ("SLCC") . Each of the entities is a 

holder in common of certain priority water rights, which are the 

subject matter of an agreement executed on February 14, 1968, 

between the United Sates of America ("Bureau of Reclamation, De-

partment of Interior" or "USBR") and the Exchange Contractors. The 

title of the agreement is the "Second Amended Contract for Exchange 

of Waters" (Contract No. Ilr-1144), commonly known and referred to 

as the "Exchange Contract". The Exchange Contract confers upon the 

USBR the right to utilize the subject water so long as USBR 

delivers specified quantities of substitute water at specified 

locations via the Delta-Mendota Canal. 

The Authority 

The Authority is empowered to administer and protect the 

jointly held water rights under the Exchange Contract and power 
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incidental, necessary and convenient thereto, administer operation 

under the Division of Water Agreement and represent the Exchange 

Contractors in many water matters, including, but not limited to, 

operation of the Central Valley Project, conjunctive use of ground-

water and surface supplies, water conservation, reclamation, trans-

fers, drainage, management of the San Francisco Bay-Delta Estuary, 

environmental considerations and related legislation, litigation, 

and administrative proceedings. The Exchange Contractors Water 

Authority is committed to managing its ground and surface water 

resources to replenish and preserve its groundwater. 

AB 3030 

The State Legislature enacted AB 3030 {Costa), the Groundwater 

Management Act, in 1992. The act was codified as Part 2.75, com-

mencing with Section 10750 of Division 6 of the Water Code and 

became effective January 1, 1993. 

1.. The act applies to all groundwater basins in the state, except 

any portion of a groundwater basin that is subject to groundwater 

management by a local agency or a water master pursuant to other 

provisions of law, court order, judgement, or decree, unless the 

1ocal or water master agrees. 

2. It provides that any local agency, whose service area incl.udes 

an applicable groundwater basin, may by ordinance or resolut~on, 
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adopt and implement a groundwater management plan within a part or 

all of its service area in accordance with certain procedure·s • 

The Role of Groundwater in the Exchange 
Contractors Water Operations 

The conjunctive use of groundwater within the Exchange Con-

tractors service area is required due to surface water delivery 

restrictions contained within the Exchange Contract. In addition, 

peak irrigation demands within certain areas exceed surface water 

distribution channel capacities. Groundwater is pumped and deliv-

ered into the system to make up capacity shortfalls. 

l. The Exchange Contract provides both non-critical and critical 

surface water entitlement maximums on a per month basis, on a five-

month basis (January, February, March, November, and December), and 

on a seven-month basis (April through October). In addition, 

monthly maximum instantaneous delivery flow rates are defined. 

Provisions are made to allow deliveries in excess of these rates if 

it can be done without detriment to the United States o.r its other 

obligations. 

2. The Exchange Contract entitlement maximums and the instanta-

neous flow limits require conjunctive use of surface and ground-

water to meet peak crop water demands d~ring June, July, and Aug-

ust. While USBR has historically allowed instantaneous flow deliv-
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eries {except in 1992) in excess of the limits, the five-month and 

seven-month entitlement maximums remain in effect. When USBR pro-

vides this flexibility, the Contractors must pump groundwater from 

District owned wells during April, May, and early June to "bank" 

sufficient Exchange Contract water for use during peak demands in 

June, July, and August. Groundwater pumpage from District owned 

wells must continue through June, July, and August, due to· the 

seven-month Exchange Contract maximum for surface water. During 

the rest of the water year, there are sufficient quantities of sur-

face water to meet crop water demands and provide necessary quanti-

ties for storage in the aquifer for use during the critical months. 

3. During critical water years the necessity for conjunctive use 

of water increases. The seven-month surface water entitlement max-

imums decrease during critical water years. -The five month maxi-

mums are not reduced. 

4. Private well pumpage within the Exchange Contractors service 

area also fluctuates in response to the non-critical or critical 

surface supply. As shown in Table 1, the total groundwater pumpage 

within the Exchange Contractors service area averaged about 160, 000 

acre-feet per year from 1996 to 2006. The pumping ranged from 

about 80,400 acre-feet in 1998 to 212,000 acre-feet in 2004. 

Tiered water prices are ~alyzed yearly based on the annual "deep 



CCID's 

WELLS 

(NO.) 

4 

28 

9 

~1 

TOTAL NO. AB3030 

OF WELLS SUB· 
(Included In AREAS 

A 
B 

89 c 
21 D 

123 E 

4 F 

16 G 

88 H 

10 I 
80 

84 0/SA 

63 0/SB 

194 0/SC 

2 0/SD 

18 0/9 E 

26 0/SG 

2 0/SH 

USBR EXCHANGE CONTRACT 
WATER YEAR STATUS : 

± 994 I TOTALS-> 

1896 
ReV,2002 

• TOTAL NO. OF WELLS IN STUDY 
1998 ·> 2008 AVE. • 

1897 

1189,788 

________, ----, 
_____ _j ,,_____J 

TABLE 1-WELL PUMPAGE INSIDE ANif~OP'TSr':bE· OF THE CCID 

1998 
RBV.2002 

USING I!JAME.METHODLOC'iV FOR CALC18 

1999 
RBV.2002 

2000 2001 2002 2003 

' : i:' • ~ :: . ' . :I' •:· . . : 
.•,! 

·r··· ;: ·•,:• 

2004 2006" 2008 

98~5 

AVERAGE 

!ALL WBLLS} 

H 128,919 i REPRESENTS A -19% 1 <INCREASE oR oEcREAs~9veR.THE. PREVIous 10 YR. RUNNING AvG., 

NOTED: 1. PUMP AGE BY C.C.I.D. CONSUMERS IN THE CENTRAL CALIFORNIA IRRIGATION DIS'FRIC0_,T'-:: ,.,---- r----.--:=-::---, 
~0-1 1.ru. I (CCID) )• ~ AF for 0.25 AF/AC 

2. PUMPAGE OUTSIDE C,C,I,D.INCI.UDES Al.l. DEEP WEI.LB WITHIN CITY 
LIMITS IN ADDITION TO DEEP WELLS USED FOR INDUBTRY ANI 7. DATA 18 INCOMPLETE IN THE COLUMBIA CANAl. COMPANY AREA. 

3. THIS ORIGINAL STUDY INCLUDED ALL KNOWN DE.EP WELLS W 8, PUMPAGE IS CALCULATED FROM THE ANNUAL RI!ADINGII 01' PGill!, HOUR, PROPI!I.I.ER AF METI!RB AND OR 
RIVER FROM MARSHALL ROAD (CROW& LANDING) TO THE CAMP 13 ARI!A, I!XIA COMBINATION, AND BY USING PAST OR AVERAGE PUMP TEST KWHr/AF DATA·, OR PROM REQUESTED DATA. 
THOBE IN THE BAN LUI& CANAL COMPANY AREA; THEN SOUTH FOR THE AREA . . 
BETWEI!N THE BJR AND DELTA MENDOTA CANAl. ON THE WE& 9, UP TO 1/1/1913 THERE WERE 818 WELLS IN INVENTORY; AS OF 1/1/1111, THI! INVENTORY 18 AT 850 WELLB: 
DAM AREA. A JULY 191! REVISION MAKES THE BAN LUI& C.C. AND THE COLU IN ADDITION THER!! ARE 80M!! 108 WI!LLB +·IN THE POOl. PUMPER AREA AB-O~ -~/1/199!,: ~ . , .. 
c.c. AREA NOW INCLUDED. . · · · · 

10. DATA WAS CALCULATED USING A NEW METHODOLOGY IN I'II!GARD8 TO .PO&~ ~l!i'ER D"AtA, FOR :THE-PRESENT . 
4, c,C.I.D.'t (OWNED) WELL PUMPAGI! ISINCLUDI!D IN THE "ALL WELLS IN CCID'TO THI! 20018TUDY, PREVIOUS VEAR9 Of 1988,1987,1818, 1988AND 2000 wER(IiEDONE,THE SAME. WAY, 

B. ADDITIONAL PUMP AGE (NOT INCLUDED ABOVE) FROM THE MI!NDOTA POOl. PUMPI!RB 
IS AS FOLLOWS: 

1895 •• (\!INA «!!NA 1987- 28,431 AF 1988-
1086 ~ .. 2,!112 AF 2,872 AF 1988 - 2,024 AF 2000-.. 
1985 •• 0 AF 0 AI' 1987 - 28,8!2 AP 1880-
1988 •• 4,780 AF 4,781 AF 1988- 12,722 AF 2000-

24,!18 AF 2001 - 40,130AP 2003 - 1!,829AF 2005 _ .. , 10092 AF 
27,U2AP 2002- 24,138AP 2004- .1s','!os AP • aooa - 3041 AF 

8,487 AF 2001 - !,USAF 2003 - ·4,8!lAF 2008 -· na AF 
1,831 AF 2002 - 3,8UAF 2004- .3,089AP ·aao5-. 2,000 AF 

2008 

DMC 
PUMP 
-l!R'S 

/AREA 
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well" study. This mechanism has been effectively utilized to im-

plement conjunctive use of ground-water from both private and 

District owned wells. 

5. In the FCWD, the groundwater has become unusable for agricul-

tural purposes because of high levels of total dissolved so1ids 

(TDS), boron, and selenium. FCW.O is able to provide surface water 

capacity to the other Exchange Contractors in return for their 

cooperation in utilizing groundwater during periods in which FCWD 

needs amounts of water in excess of that available from its share 

of the Exchange Contract supply. As a result, groundwater within 

CCID, SLCC, and CCC is conjunctively used, not simply with the 

surface deliveries within the service areas for those specific en-

tities, but also within service areas of the other entities, as the 

availability of surface water under the Exchange Contract is not 

sufficient to meet crop water demands. 

Entrix, Inc. (2007) reported on the Environmental Assessment/ 

Initial Study for the Groundwater Pumping/Water Transfer Project 

for 25 consecutive years. The primary source of of the water to be 

transferred is pumpage of poor quality shallow groundwater in the 

area west and northwest of Firebaugh. The easterly and northeast-

erly migration of the poor quality groundwater above the Corcoran 

C~ay has been identified as a major groundwater management concern 

~n Madera County. 
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GENERAL CONDITIONS OF THE EXCHANGE 
CONTRACTORS GROUNDWATER BASIN 

7 

Figure 1 is the AB 3030 basemap of the Exchange Contractors 

service area. The service area is divided into sub-areas of gener­

ally similar aquifer, water supply, and drainage characteristics. 

Detailed evaluations of the groundwater conditions within the boun-

daries was perfor.med by Kenneth D. Schmidt and Associates in 1997 

("Groundwater Conditions in and near Central California Irrigation 

District") and in 2 0 07 "Update on Groundwater Conditions in the San 

Joaquin River Exchange Contractors Service Area". The evaluations 

included: 1) subsurface geologic conditions, 2) depth to water, 

water-levels elevations, the direction of groundwater flow, and 

water-level trends, 3) aquifer characteristics, based on numerous 

pump.tests and aquifer tests on about two dozen wells, 4) land sur-

face subsidence, and 5) groundwater quality in both the upper and 

lower aquifers.· 

DEMANDS ON THE GROUNDWATER BASIN 

In addition to the yearly demands placed upon groundwater to 

meet the conjunctive use requirement-s to supplement the Exchange 

Contract surface water, other demands are placed upon the basin. 

Surface Water Transfers 

Each of the four entities comprising the Exchange Contractors 

have developed and adopted transfer policies as shown in Attachment 
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A. All water transfers have potential impacts on the aquifer. 

Three types of transfers are possible based on: 1) groundwater sub-

stitution, 2) fallowing of crops, and 3) conservation. Of these, 

groundwater substitution has the highest potential impact to 

groundwater. CCID, FCWD, and SLCC allow groundwater substitution 

type transfers, but the CCC does not allow groundwater substitu-

tion. Its policy states that "no transfer of groundwater to areas 

outside the Company service area will be approved and no transfer 

of surface water without fallowing the land to which such surface 

supply would have been delivered will be approved." 

Groundwater Pumping into the Delta-Mendota Canal 

The San Luis and Delta-Mendota Water Authority {SL&DMNA) has 

administered a program to allow groundwater pumping into the De1 ta­

Mendota Canal for drought contingency. Figure 1, {the AB 3 030 

basemap), shows the groundwater pumping management areas developed 

by the SL&:DMWA groundwater management committee. The potentia1 im-

pacts to the Exchange Contractors are 1) degradation of the surface 

water quality delivered through the Delta-Mendota Canal, and 2) 

land surface subsidence along the CCID outside canal and the De1ta­

Mendota Canal. High salinity and boron concentrations have bee~ 

problems in many wells. For the most part, the pumped water is 

generally not suitable for use on crops without blending with the 

better quality surface water. Land surface subsidence along the 
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Outside Canal was discussed by KDSA (1997) . The CCID is presently 

undertaking a five million dollar improvement project on the Out-

side Canal, to raise banks and replace structures due to sub­

sidence. Subsidence along the Delta-Mendota Canal is shown in 

Figure 2. 

Groundwater Pumping into the Mendota Pool 

The Mendota Pool, on the San Joaquin River, is the location 

were the Exchange Contractors receive most of the substitute water 

~der the Exchange Contract. For almost two decades, there has 

been concentrated groundwater pumping in the Mendota Pool area. 

The magnitude of the pumping depends in large part on the yearly 

allocations by the USBR to Central Valley Project agricultural con-

tractors. In response to reduced allocations, groundwater pumped 

near the Mendota Pool is introduced into the Pool and either 

delivered to adjacent Central Valley Project agricultural contrac­

tors directly through pumping facilities or given credit for the 

groundwater pumped into the Pool and, in exchange, the USBR pro-

vides deliveries to Westlands Water District. The potential im-

pacts of the pumping program are water quality degradation, well 

~nterference, and land surface subsidence affecting the Exchange 

Contractors gravity canal system headworks facilities and the 

M:endota Dam. 

The Mendota Pool Group (MPG) transfer pumping began in 1989 to 
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make up for some of the cutbacks in deliveries of Central Valley 

Project and State Water Project surface water during the drought. 

The greatest MPG transfer pumping was during 1991-1992 and 1994. 

There was little MPG transfer pumping between 1995 and 1999, except 

for a four-month period in 1997. 

A pilot pumping and monitoring program was undertaken in 1999 

to determine the impacts of MPG transfer pumping on water users 

within the San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors Water Authority 

(SJREC) and Newhall Land and Far.ming Company (NLF) service areas. 

Extensive monitoring of pumpage, water levels, water quality, and 

compaction was initiated in 1999 and continues to the present. 

This led to a settlement agreement, that provided for continued MPG 

pumping, constrained by the results of monitoring and other fac-

tors. 

Annual reports are prepared on the results of the monitoring. 

The results of monitoring have been used to revise the pumping pro-

gram to mitigate adverse impacts. For ex~ple, pumpage from the 

lower aquifer has been limited, primarily due to drawdowns and land 

surface subsidence. 

Migration of Poor Quality Groundwater 

Water-level elevation contours for the upper aquifer (above 

the Corcoran Clay) were provided by KDSA (1997 and 2007). These 

~aps indicate that groundwater enters the upper aquifer from up-
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slope areas along virtually all the west and southwest boundaries 

of the Exchange Contractors service area. Certain areas west and 

southwest of the Exchange Contractors boundaries contain poor qual-

ity groundwater. The areas include 1) areas recharged by creeks 

south of Los Banos Creek and north of Panoche Creek, 2) the area 

southwest of Firebaugh-Mendota, and 3) the area south of Orestimba 

Creek. 

Urban Groundwater Pumpage 

Urban groundwater issues facing the Cities within the Exchange 

Contractors service area were summarized in KDSA (1997). In addi-

tion, cooperative groundwater studies have been done during the 

past two decades by the CCID and the Cities of Mendota, Los Banos, 

Gustine, and Newman. The Mendota study was completed in February 

1999. Studies in Los Banos were completed in 1991 and updated in 

1998. Studies in Gustine and Newman were completed in 1992 and 

updated in 2001. High manganese concentrations in well water have 

been a problem in Firebaugh and Mendota. High salini.ty water was 

also a problem in Mendota, prior to several years ago. As a result 

of the Mendota study (KDSA, 1999), the City developed a new well 

field in the mid-2000 • s, to mitigate water quality degradation 

coming from the area west of Mendota. The City of Dos Palos de-

V'eloped a surface water supply because of the poor chemical qual-ity 

of the groundwater. In and near Los Banos, Newman, and Gusti.ne, 
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of potential well sites have been found to be unsuitable. Plans 

are to update the Los Banos study within the next year. 

ELEMENTS OF THE PLAN 

The elements of the original plan were divided into two cate-

gories. Implementation of each of the el~ents proceeded concur-

rently. 

Monitoring, Data Acquisition, and Evaluation 

This element is subdivided into 1) regional activities, and 2) 

site specific {being done to address specific groundwater issues). 

Regional Activities 

Overall or regional activities to be conducted by the Exchange 

Contractors include the following. 

Coordination with Other AB 3030 Groundwater Management Plan and 

Cooperation. The Central Valley Project agricultural contractors 

l.ocated upslope of the Exchange Contractors service area have 

developed two regional groundwater management plans through the San 

Luis and Delta-Mendota Water Authority (Stoddard &: Associates, 1996 

a and b). As part of these plans, Stoddard &: Associates (1999 a 

and b) prepared associated groundwater monitoring plans. Both of 
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the management plans are being updated in 2007. In order to moni-

tor the larger connected groundwater basin, future regional moni-

toring would include a coordinated data gathering effort with the 

upslope areas. In addition, Madera County is developing an Inte-

grated Water Management Plan for the area downgradient of the Ex-

change Contractors service area. This plan focuses on overdraft in 

non-Districted areas. A program will be pursued such that the 

necessary study is accomplished and water-level measurements and 

water sampling results will be coordinated and gathered by each 

respective agency and shared. 

Water Levels. Water-level elevation maps will be prepared approxi-

mately every five years. Data gaps in the existing monitoring plan 

were filled in accordance to the recommendations contained in the 

KDSA 1997 report. As part of the 2007 update by KDSA, a water-

level elevation and direction of groundwater flow map was prepared 

for the upper aquifer for Spring 2006. Significant changes from 

previous maps were discussed in the text. Sufficient data were not 

available to prepare an updated map for the lower aquifer for the 

entire service area for 2006. 

Water-level hydrographs were provided for a number of wells in 

f 1 the KDSA 1997 report. These were evaluated for the period 1962-89, 
u 
: l 
I I 
'--J 

U. 

u· 

Which was considered a representative long-term period. As part of 

this plan update, the CCID updated many of these hydrographs. The 
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KDSA 2007 hydrogeologic report update contains a detailed discus-

sion by subarea of the water-level trends for 1962-2005. 

Aquifer Characteristics. The Exchange Contractors have continued 

to obtain specific capacity values from pump tests for wells within 

the Districts. As part of the updated plan, a specific capacity 

map was prepared by CC:tD for the mid-2000 1 s, and this was presented 

in the 2007 hydrogeologic report update. Updated maps for specific 

capacities will be prepared about every five years. 

Pumpaqe. Annual measurements and estimates of pumpage have been 

continued. Pumpage has been determined for each subarea, and di-

vided into the upper aquifer, the lower aquifer, and composite 

(from both aquifers). Table 1 provided a pumpage update through 

2006. 

Subsidence. Three compaction recorders now being operated in the 

area. One is at Yearout Ranch, southeast of Mendota, which is 

operated by CC:tD, as part of the MPG monitoring program. A second 

is the Fordel recorder, adjacent to the Mendota Airport, which is 

operated by the MPG. The third is along the DMC near Russell 

Avenue, which is operated by the SL&:DMWA. :Information on the first 

two recorders is provided in the annual monitoring reports for the 

MPG program. 

:tn addition, the Scripts :rnsti tute has established a con-
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n tinuous land surface elevation monitoring station (CORS) at a site 

n about one mile southeast of Mendota. This monitoring will provide 
·. J 

additional infor.mation on subsidence near Mendota. 

Groundwater Quality. At least every five years, water samples are 

obtained from numerous selected wells for analysis of key con­

fl stituents. Maps will be periodically prepared to show the geo-

gr~phic distribution of selected constituents in the upper and low-

er aquifers. As part of the 2007 update, an updated map of elec-

trical conductivity was prepared. This map was generally sLmilar 

to the previous map, and evidence was presented that indicated the 

northeasterly flow of poor quality groundwater has continued in the 

[I Mendota-Firebaugh area. As part of the 2007 update, water quality 

[ l L 
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hydrographs were prepared for electrical conductivity of water from 

district supply wells and other selected wells. These hydrographs 

will be updated every several years in the future. 

Site Specific Activities 

These activities are to be accomplished in response to spe-

cific groundwater issues. Many of the activities will be accomp-

lished cooperatively with other entities or made a requirement of 

pumping program. 

Surface Water Transfers. For well water substitution transfer 

request the following hydrogeologic items will be required: 
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1. Locations and types of wells in vicinity, including domestic 

and stock wells. 

2. Subsurface geologic conditions, extent of confinement, and pos-

sibly impacted aquifers. Existing sections could be used if they 

are near the proposed project and representative of conditions at 

the project site. 

3. Depth to water, direction of groundwater flow, and any changes 

that would occur. Existing water-level maps and hydrographs are 

expected to be suitable in most cases. However in areas where data 

gaps are present water-level measurements and preparation of local 

maps are expected to be necessary. 

4. Long-term water-level trends and the status of groundwater 

overdraft. 

5. Aquifer characteristics. 

6 • Potential for land surface subsidence, particularly where 

groundwater is confined. 

7. Overall water budgets {consumptive use versus recharge) for the 

pre-existing situation for the proposes project. 

8. Groundwater quality, identification of problem constituents, 

and the potential migration of poor quality groundwater. 
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9. Subsurface drainage problems and the possible beneficial im-

pacts of the proposed project. 

10. Drawdown projections due to the proposed project. 

11. A technical report by a certified hydrogeologist including 

supporting tables, illustrations, and appendices. The report will 

document pre-existing conditions and evaluate possible hydrogeo-

logic impacts of the proposed transfer. 

Pool Pumpers. A process is now in place to monitor the effects of 

[~) MPG pumping in order to monitor potential impacts from future 

u 
!J 

pumping and in cooperation and participation with other entities. 

As discussed previously, annual reports on the results of moni-

toring are prepared. 

tJ Delta-Mendota Canal Pumpers. In order to monitor potential impacts 

from future pumping the following monitoring is needed. 

~. Annual water-level maps for each zone being pumped. 

2. Continuou~ water-level recorders. 

3 • Annual pumpage. 

4. Annual reports of the compaction recorder located at Russell 

Avenue. 

, I L_J 

\ i 
LJ 



n 
n 
n 

20 

5. Water quality maps prepared every five years. 

6. Water-level and quality hydrographs. 

n Cities. Focused groundwater quality studies will be periodically 

fl performed. In the case of Mendota, Newman, Gustine, and Los Banos, 

fl 
this will require periodic updates of the joint studies previously 

accomplished. Firebaugh will require a new study. Attachment B 

f 1 contains a copy of the sample MOU to be utilized outlining the 

scope of work and subdivision of costs. 

[J 
Migration of Poor Quality Groundwater. As compilation and analyses 

of regional monitoring activities identify areas or pockets of mi-

gration of poor quality groundwater, more focused monitoring in 

LJ 
these areas may be needed. Case by case evaluation of risk to the 

groundwater will be made, and site specific monitoring will be 

l i developed as necessary. 
L 

[ l Water Banking. There is potential for water banking in the Ex­

change Contractors service area, exclusive of FCWD and the Camp 13 

i I c_, 

i l 
i i 
<_j 

Drainage District. Water banking could involve direct recharge in 

basins or stream channels, or in-lieu recharge. In-lieu recharge 

generally involves delivering water to users who would otherwise 

have pumped groundwater. When pumping is decreased, water levels 

tend to recover. Later, groundwater is pumped and delivered to the 
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banking partner(s). The in-lieu type of recharge has been prac-

ticed for years in the Semitropic WSD, and is particularly appli-

cable in areas where subsurface geologic conditions aren't favor-

able for intentional recharge. 

Areas considered to have potential for direct recharge include 

parts of the Columbia Canal Water Co., where depth to the shallow 

groundwater is generally more than about 30 feet. There are sev-

eral areas along the west side of the CCJ:D where direct recharge by 

basins or stream channels may be possible. Included are the fans 

of Los Banos Creek and Orestimba Creek, where per.meable deposits 

are present, groundwater salinity is relatively low, and depth to 

water is adequate to allow recharge. 

Hydrogeologic studies are necessary to better delineate the 

storage space available and to develop well recovery progr~s in 

target areas. Other potentially competing activities, such as 

gravel mining, need to be carefully addressed. In some areas, such 

as parts of the Columbia Canal Co. service area, depth to the shal-

lowest groundwater is not well known. In such areas, exploratory 

borings can be used to evaluate potential restricting layers above 

the water level and the depth to groundwater. Pilot percolation 

tests are nor.mally done, using relatively small basins, to deter-

:mine probable long-ter.m percolation rates for larger bas:i.ns. 

~ounding calculations can be done, once the transmissivity o£ the 
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shallowest saturated deposits is known, to deter.mine the water-

level rise expected due to various amounts of recharge. 

f -~ 
In-lieu recharge nor.mally involves expanding District surface 

water delivery facilities to areas previously served by groundwater 

CJ pum.page. The banking partners normally pay for these facilities 
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and in wet years their excess water is delivered to far.mers who 

then decrease their groundwater pum.page. When the banking partners 

need water returned, it is pumped from wells and delivered to the 

banking partners, or exchanges of surface water supplies can also 

be used. 

Development of Drought Contingency Strategies 

Drought contingency strategies are necessary during times when 

multiple critical water years occur, or when the USBR cannot 

provide delivery capacity flexibility during the seven mo:th period. 

An itemized list of drought period procedures will be developed and 

adopted. Such a list might include: 

~- Reducing irrigation demand peaks through water ordering stra-

tegies. 

2. Purchase of private.well water and an associated emergency no-

tification and purchase procedure. 

3 • Maximum pumping from drainage wells and tailwater return pumps. 
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4. Borrowing space and or water from other Exchange contractors. 

5. Provide economic incentives for growers to pump wells not 

plumbed into the canal system. 

REFERENCES 

Davis, G. H., and J. F. Poland, 1957, "Ground-Water Conditions in 
the Mendota-Huron Area, Fresno and Kings Counties, California", U. 
S. Geological Survey Water-Supply Paper 1360-G, pp 409-588. 

Entrix, Inc., 2007, "Groundwater Pumping/Water Transfer Project for 
25 Consecutive Years", Environmental Assessment/Initial Study, pre­
pared for U. S. Department of Interior, Bureau of Reclamation and 
San Joaquin Exchange Contractors Water Authority. 

Hotchkiss, w. R., and G. o. Balding, 1971, "Geology, Hydrology, and 
Water Quality of the Tracy-Des Palos Area", U. s. Geological Survey 
Open File Report, Menlo Park, California, 107p. 

Page, R. w., 1986, "Geology of the Fresh Groundwater Basin, Central 
Valley, California", U. S. Geological Survey Professional Paper 
1401-C, 54p. 

Kenneth D. Schmidt and Associates, 1997, "Groundwater Conditions in 
and near the Central California Irrigation District", report 
prepared for the Central California Irrigation District, 67p. 

Kenneth D. Schmidt and Associates, 1997, "Groundwater Flows in the 
San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors Service Area", prepared for 
San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors, Los Banos, California, 65p. 

Stoddard &: Associates, 1982, ·"Investigation of the Groundwater of 
the Unconfined Aquifer", prepared for Central California Irrig~tion 
District, Los Banos, California, 7p. 

Stoddard &: Associates, 1999a, "Groundwater Managament Plan for the 
Northern Agencies in the Delta-Mendota Canal Service Area and a 
Portion of San Joaquin County", prepared for San Luis &: Del. ta­
Mendota Water Authority, Los Banos, California, 48p. 



R 

[j 

[ ] 

r j 

I I 
I ... J 

u 

i l 
L _ _; 

: I 

lJ 

i l 
I I 
L.) 

24 

Stoddard &: Associates, 1999b, "Groundwater Management Plan for the 
Southern Agencies in the Delta-Mendota Canal Service Area", 
prepared for San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority, Los Banos, 
California, 43p. 

Stoddard & Associates, 1999, "Groundwater Monitoring Program for 
the Northern Agencies in the Delta-Mendota Canal Service Area", 
prepared for San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority, Los Banos, 
California, ___ p. 



ll 
[ ) 

ll 
l j 
l j 
l 1 

I I l 

u 
u 
' l 

l_j 

I ] 
~~J 

I I 
i i 
L __ , 

i I 
L__, 

APPENDIX A 
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SAN JOAQUIN RIVER EXCHANGE CONTRACTORS 
WATER AUTliORITY 

WATER TRANSFER POLICY 

Adopted April 7, 2000 
Adopted Revised Policy November 1, 2002 

Adopted Revised Policy AugustS, 2005 

n 1. Background. 
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1.1 The San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors Water Authority (SJRECW A) is a 
joint exercise of powers authority formed and existing under California law. Its 
member agencies are Central Califomia Irrigation District, San Luis Canal 
Company, Firebaugh Canal Water District, and Columbia Canal Company. These 
four entities are traditionally referred to collectively as the Exchaage 
Contractors. 

1.2 The Exchaage Contractors hold pre-1914 water rights on the San Joaquin River. 
In order to :tacilitate the construction of the Central Valley Project, the Exdlnge 
Contractors and their predecessors entered into two contracts with the United 
States Bureau ofReclamation in 1939. The Purchase Contract conveyed excess 
San Joaquin River flows-the so called "high flows" -and reserved the first San 
Joaquin River flows-sometimes referred· to as the ''low flows" -to the Eiclumge 
Contractors. The Exchange Contract established the terms pursuant to which a 
substitute supply of water was to be delivered by the Bureau ofReclamation to 
the Exchaage Contractors in lieu of their "low flow" diversiOJJS :fi:om the San 
Joaquil:i River. These agrecmients established the liJlderpinnings for the Bureau of 
Reclamation to construct Friant Dam on the upper San Joaquin River ami divert 
the river's natural flow north to Madera and Chowchilla through the Madem 
Canal and south into Kem County through the Friant-Kern Canal. The Exchange 
Contract specifies that so long as the Exchaage Contractors are provided a 
quantified substitute supply of water, ·the Exchange Contractors will not 
exercise theirpre-1914 right to divert water ftom the San Joaquin River. The 
Exchange Contract at Article Sa contemplates that most, if not all, of this 
substitute water will be delivered to the Exchange Contractors ftom the 
Sacramento River Watershed, pumped fi:om the South Delta, and conveyed by 
means of the Delta-Mendota Canal. The current Exchange Contract is the Second 
Amended Contract for Exchange of Waters, Contract No. Dr-1144, executed 
February 14, 1968. 

1.3 The SJRECW A was formed in 1993 to represent its four member entities in 
many water matters including issues related to water transfers. 

j>.l 
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1.4 In California, the concept of water transfers, also referred to as water marketing or 
water brokering, is considered by some to be a partial solution to the shortage of 
water. The underlying assumption is that matket forces in a free market will 
reallocate water. In some circumstances, -agricultural water users who manage a 
conjunctive use water resoUICe area can, to some extent, provide flexibility which 
may, at times, facilitate transfers of water. The Exchange Coutracton 
proactively manage their surfilce water, groundwater, and conserved water 
coqjunctively to maximize its beneficial use. 

2. Objective. The objective of this water transfer policy is to manage water transfers to 
provide a framework by which the Exchange Coutractors manage water transfers on a sound 
scientific basis, and to provide a clear set of standards and guideliiles tbat each transfer proposal 
must comply with. The approBch is designed to (i) ensure that the quantity of water proposed for 
transfer is made available through technically sound nrethods and projects which are 
scientifically based and verifiable; (ii) provide sound analysis of potential water transfer impacts; 
(iii) properly develop and implement necessary mitigations; (iv) monitor on-going water 
transfers and water development projects to ensure that beneficial and co:qjunctive use objectives 
are met; (v) provide flexible and efficient use of available water resomces; (vi) ensure that the 
water sUpply, operations, and :fi.tiancial condition of the Exchange Coutractors and their water 
users are not unreasonably impacted, and third party impacts from the transfer are mitigated; and, 
(vii) establish, maintain and utilize a data bank that will be used to manage the SJRECW A AB 
3030 Groundwater Management Plan. 

3. Authority 

3.1 A transfer of water is considered a beneficial use under state and federal Jaw. 
(Water Code Section 1 011; CVPIA Section 3405.) 

3.2 The Exchaage Coutractors hold pre-1914 rights to appropriate water ftom the 
San Joaquin River. The Califomia Legislature has declared that it is established 
policy of the State to facilitate the voluntary transfer of water and water rights. 
(Water Code Section 109.) The Costa-Isenberg Water Transfer Act adopted by 
the legislature in 1986 as Water Code Sections 470 and 475-484 provides that 
voluntary water transfers between water users can result in a more efficient use of 
water, alleviate water shortages and finds and declares tbat it is in the public 
interest to conserve all available water resources. Water transfers do not 
undermine the rights that are the basis of the transfer. Water Code Sections 1010, 
1011,1011.5,1244,1440,1731,1737 and 1745.07 were specifically added to 
provide protection to water right holders who transfer water. 

A2 
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3.3 The Bureau of Reclamation utilizes the water transfer authority provided for in 
CVPIA to facilitate Exchange Contract water transfers. Water ttansfers 
implemented in accordance with CVPIA Section 340S(a) are deemed by federal 
law to be a beneficial use of water. 

4. Applicability. Proposals to transfer any water from the Exchange Contractors' service 
area are subject to the requirements oftbis policy. 

S. Definitions. For purposes oftbis policy, ''water district'' shall mean any water district, 
ungation district, municipality, federal water agency, state water agency, or similar entity that 
exists pursuant to federal or state law. 

6. Criteria for Water Transfers 

6.1 Basis for all water transfers. 

6.1.1 The state water rigbts, that are the underpinning of the Exchange Contract, 
are owned by the individual Exchange Contractors' members. The 
federal contract rights pursuant to the Exchange Contract are similarly 
owned by the individual Exchallge Contractors' members. 
Consequently, any transfer of water :ftom the Exchange .Contractors' 
service area must first be approved by the Exchange Contractors' 
member entity from which the water will be transferred and then by the 
SJRECWA. 

6.1.2 The Es:ehaage Contractors' member entities share a water right in 
common, have a single water master who schedules water deliveries to the 
member entities, and have adopted a single groundwater management 
pJan. The Exchange Contractors actively manage their sm:filce water, 
groundwater and conserved water resources conjunctively, and manage 
water application within their service area to minimize drainage 
discbarges from their service area and to cope with :regulatory 
requirements imposed by law. Thus, all proposals to transfer water must 
be submitted by an Exchange Contractors' member entity and by the 
SJRECW A on behalf of its member entities, and water transfer proposals 
sha1l not be accepted from individual landowners. An individual 
landowner who proposes a water transfer must submit the proposal to the 
landowner's member entity, and, if approved by the member entity, shall 
be submitted by the member entity on behalf of the individual landowner. 

6.1.3 It is imperative to protect the member entity's water rights and to assure 
that no water right is assigned; therefore, only annually severable water 

A3 
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transfers will be considered. 

6.2 Water transfer types. 

6.2.1 All water transfers sball be proposed by an Exchaoge Cootraeton' 
member entity. Additionally, the individual entities may propose a 
transfer jointly with any or all of the membel' entities. A transfer of water 
proposed jointly by all of the member entities shall be handled as a 
SJRECW A water transfer. 

6.2.2 Therefore, transfer proposals are limited to three types: 

6.2.2.1 A transfer of water by the SJRECW A on behalf of its fom 
member entities. 

6.2.2.2 A 1ransfer of water by an Exchaoge Cootractors' member entity 
to another water district 

6.2.23 A transfer of water by an Exchange Contractors' member entity 
to a· water district that is made on behalf of an Exchange 
Cootractors' landowner who is entitled to receive Exchange 
Contract water. 

6.3 Water to be transferred. Watertbatis subject to transfermaybe from an 
Exchange Contractors' member entity's water entitlement allocated pursuant to 
the Exchange Contract Division of Water Agreement, or :from a member entity's 
non-allocated water supplies. 

6.4 Generation of transferable water. Transferable water can be generated by using 
standard methods of conservation, groundwater substitution, or fallowing 
depending on the special hydrologic conditions that exist within the service area 
where the water is being generated as determined in paragraph 6.6. 

6.5 Transferees. Water shall only be transfelred to a water district 

6.6 Technical standards. All water transfers are subject to the technical standards and 
criteria adopted by the individual entity that proposes the transfer, and the 
SJRECW A. The technical standards are attached hereto as Appendices. 

6.7 Priority ofTnmsfers. All transfers are subject to the following priorities: 

A4 
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6. 7.1 First priority shall be given to transfers initiated by the SJRECW A on 
behalf of its fom member entities, and/or a transfer by an Exchange 
Coatraetors' member entity that enables an individual landowner within 
the member entity's service area to transfer water to a CVP ag service 
contracting water district for their own use in that water district 

6. 7.2 Second priority shall be given to transfers initiated by m Exchange 
Coatraetors' member entity. 

6. 7.3 Third priority shall be given to transfers proposed by an Exchange 
Coatraetors' member entity on behalf of one of its landowners. 

6. 7.4 For illustrative purposes, the attached Appendix "A" provides an example 
of how the priority system would be implemented under the following 
tbree scenarios: 1) the transfer demands are less than the transfer supply 
during a normal water year; 2) the transfer demands are greater than the 
transfer supply during a normal water year; and, 3) a critical water year. 

6.8 Limitation on Quantity ofWater Transferred Each year, a maximum shall be 
imposed on the quantity of water that can be transferred out of the Exchange 
Cootraetors' service area. The maximUm. shall be based upon a water budget 
developed in the Excllaage Cootraetors' service area on a sub-basin by sub­
basin basis. Each year, as soon as practicable, and not I8ter than the Exchange 
Coatraetors' November board meeting, the maximum transfer quantity for the 
upcoming water year shall be announced. The announced.maximum shall not be 
changed upward or downward from the announced maximum unless clear and 
convincing scientific evidence supports the change. Transfers initiated by 
SJRECW A will not be pemlitted in a critical water year designated under the 
Exchange Contract 

6.8.1 Intemal Allocation of Transferable Water: On an annual basis, any 
Exchange Contractors' member entity may assign any portion of 
their maximum percent allocation to one or more of the Exchange 
Contractors' member entities and tbis assignment will increase the 
recipient Member Entity's share of transfers in the classifications 
stated below. The baseline for det:ermining the Exchange 
Contractors' member's maximum percent aJlocation is the i978 
Division ofWater Agreement subject to modifications pursuant to 
Sections 6.8.2.1 and 6.8.2.2. 

6.8.2 Transfers will be classified as: (i) conservation or groundwater 

~5 



r J 

lJ 

lJ 
u 
u 
u 
ll 
f I 
LJ 

San Joaquin River E:xehange Contraetors Water Authority 
Water Transfer Poliey- April 7, ZOOO- Adopted Revised Policy November 1, ZOOZ/Adopted Revised Policy 
August 5, ZOOS 
PageS 

6. 7.1 First priority shall be given to transfers initiated by the SJRECWA on 
behalf of its four member entities, and/or a transfer by an Exchange 
Contractors' member entity that enables an individual landowner within 
the member entity's service area to transfer water to a CVP ag service 
contracting water district for their own use in that water district 

6. 7.2 Second priority shall be given to transfers initiated by an Exchange 
Contractors' member entity. 

6. 7.3 Third priority shall be given to transfers proposed by an Exchange 
Contractors' member entity on behalf of one of its landowners. 

6. 7.4 For illustrative purposes, the attached Appendix "A" provides an example 
of how the priority system would be implemented under the following 
three scenarios: 1) the transfer demands are less than the transfer supply 
during a normal water year; 2) the transfer demands are greater than the 
transfer supply during a normal water year; and, 3) a critical water year. 

6.8 Limitation on Quantity of Water Transferred. Each year, a maximum shall be 
imposed on the quantity of water that can be transferred out of the Exchange 
Contractors' service area. The maximum shall be based upon a water budget 
developed in the Exchange Contractors' service area on a sub-basin by sub­
basin basis. Each year, as soon as practicable, and not fater than the Exchange 
Contractors' November board meeting, the maximum transfer quantity for the 
upcoming water year shall be announced. The announced.maxim.um shall not be 
changed upward or downward from the announced maximum unless clear and 
convincing scientific evidence supports the change. Transfers initiated by 
SJRECW A will not be permitted in a critical water year designated under the 
Exchange Contract 

6.8.1 Internal Allocation of Transferable Water: On an annual basis, any 
Exchange Contractors' member entity may assign any portion of 
their maximum percent allocation to one or more of the Exchange 
Contractors' member entities and this assignment will increase the 
recipient Member Entity's share of transfers in the classifications 
stated below. The baseline for determining the Exchange 
Contractors' member's maximum percent allocation is the 1978 
Division of Water Agreement subject to modifications pursuant to 
Sections 6.8.2.1 and 6.8.2.2. 

6.8.2 Transfers will be classified as: (i) conservation or groundwater 
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transfers (80,000 AF maximum) or (ii) fallowing transfers (50,000 
AF maximum). The income from each classification of transfer 
will be blended and distributed to the member entities in proportion 
to the amount of water contn"buted by each entity. 

6.8.2.1 In regard to transfers based upon conservation or 
groundwater pumping, if a member entity elects not to 
utilize its share of the allocation or elects not to assign to 
another member entity a portion of its allocation, the 
unutilized portion of the allocation shall be made 
available to the other member entities in proportion to 
the Exchange Contractors' 1978 Division of Water 
Agreement. 

6.8.2.2 In regard to fallowing transfers, if a member entity elects 
not to utilize their full allocation and elects not to assign 
their unused allocation to ·another member entity, that 
portion of the allocation of tallowing-based transfers 
shall not be allocated to other member entities for 
transfer. 

6.9 Ammal Establishment of Transferees and Maximum Quantities ofWater to be 
Transferred to Each Transferee. Each year by no later than October 31st, the 
SJRECW A shall establish the transferees and maximum quantities of water to be 
transferred to each transferee. The water needed to meet these obligations will be 
in acc~ce with the transfer priorities established by Section 6. 7. 

6.10 Water Transfer Committee. 

6.10.1 A SJRECWA Water Transfer Committee is established to review all 
transfer prOposals tbat are submitted consistent with this policy. It will 
review and analyze the technical data upon which each transfer is based, 
and make a recommendation on each water transfer proposed. The 
membership of the committee will include the manager of each of the 
kchage Coatraeton' member entities, and two members of the 
SJBECW A governing board, or a membefs alternate, appointed by the 
President of the board. The committee may retain technical consultants. 

6.1 0.2 The committee shall review each transfer proposal, and each approved 
transfer annually, to ensure that it meets the stated objectives, technical 
standards, and criteria of this policy. 
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6.1 0.3 Due to the fact that the Exchange Coatracton and their landowners 
conjunctively use smface and groundwater resomces, where a water 
transfer is proposed from lands that the committee believes will not 
participate fully in the conjunctive use program, the committee may limit a 
water transfer to the amount of groundwater used by the lands initiating 
the transfer so that those lands do not exceed amually their fair share of 
the safe yield. 

6.1 0.4 The committee shall review each transfer proposal, and each approved 
transfer annually, to consider whether it is likely to cause unreasonable 
impacts to the overall water supply, water management operations, or 
financial condition of the transferor entity or its water users, and whether 
member entity impacts that result from the transfer will likely be 
mitigated 

6.1 0.5 The committee shall make a recommendation to the SJRECW A Board of 
Directors on each proposed transfer, md an annual recommendation for 
the continuation or termination of each approved transfer; based upon 
analysis of technical criteria developed pmsuant to paragraph 6.6. 

6.11 Water Transfer Fees. Mitigation Costs. and Water Transfer Proceeds. 

6.11.1 Where a transfer is made by a SJRECW A member entity, the entity will 
allocate a portion of the income ftom the water transfer to conservation 
projects and/or water distribution and drainage Dcilities, or other similar 
projects and actions that benefit its water users. 

6.11.2 Any Bmeau ofReclamation, or state agency water transfer application and 
enviroDDJ.ental assessment fee shall be the respOIISlbility of the transferring 
entity. 

6.11.3 The processing by SJRECW A of a water transfer will require the 
payment by the transfeaing entity of all costs associated with the transfer. 
Such cost sba11 include but not be limited to management and study costs 
associated with administration of the Transfer Policy. For example, where 
a transfer involves groundwater, the transferring entity will be responsible 
fur the cost (i) to detennine safe annual yield of groundwater, (u) fo~ 
monitoring required to analyze groundwater conditions both in terms of 
quantity and quality, (iii) the amount of applied water that recharges the 
groundwater or enters drainage S)Stems, and (iv) to study and monitor for 
subsidence impacts. 
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6.11.4 The SJRECW A sba11 be the fiscal agent for all water transfers. 

6.12 Environmental Requirements. The environmental review requirements ofNEP A 
and CEQA must be complied with before the Exchmge Contractors will process 
a transfer application and all such costs shall be bom by the transferring member 
entity. 

6.13 Public Hearing. The Exchaage Contractors may conduct a public hearing to 
determine the impact of the proposed transfer. The transferor and transferee must 
attend the hearing if requested to do so by the Exchmge Contractors or by the 
entity ftom. which the transferor is entitled to receive water. 

6.14 Action by S.JBECWA Board ofDirectors. All water transfers must be approved 
by 1manimous vote of the SJ.RECW A Board of Directors. A water transfer 
proposal along with the recommendation by the Water Transfer Committee will 
be considered by tbe SJRECW A Board ofDirectors, and the transfer approved, 
disapproved, or returned to the Water Transfer Committee for further action as. 
directed by the Board. 
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APPENDIX "A" 

mustration of Transfer Policy Priority System 

Annually the SJRECW A sbal1 establish: 

1. Annual Maximum- The maximum annual amount of water to be transferred from the 

SJRECWA developed on a sub-basin by sub-basin level.( section 6.8). 

2. Demand- Tne maximum quantities of water to be transfetTed to each transferee shall be 

estab1isbC:d by no later than October 31st of each year. (section 6.9). 

3. SJRECW A Supply- The amount of water available under a SJRECW A transfer and/or a 

transfer by an Exchange Contractors' member entity that enables an individual 

landowner within the member entity's service area to transfer water to a. CVP ag service 

contracting water district for their own use in that water district. First priority. (section 

6.7.1). 

4. Individual Entity Supply- The amount of water available under an individual entity 

transfer. Second priority. (section 6. 7 .2) . 

S. Individual Entity on behalf oflandowner supply- The amount of water available for an 

entity on behalf of a landowner, limited by the maximum demand Third priority. (6. 7 .3) 

The application of the priority system descn'bed in section 6. 7 is limited to determining 

quantities of transfer demand to be met by each of water transfer types. It will be calculated as 

follows (section 6.9): 
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TOTAL DEMAND 

Less AmDIIIIt tn1tlilsiJle through SJRECWA inititlted 1111dlor Exdl1111ge Contrlldon' 
mender. entity tlult enaliles a indivitllllll within the 1III!IIIIJer entity's servia area to 
triiiiSjer wlller to a CJIP ag service contrtU:ting lflllter district for their tiWII use in 
that Wlllel' disttit:t (priDritv J) 

Equals AmDIIIIt llVIIilllble for priority 2 1111d priority 3 

Then AmD1111t llVailllble through priority 2 1111d priority 3 

Equals Alllollllt tlVailllble through priority 3 

I __ 11 l Individual landowners will be notified of the amount ofttansfer demand available to be met by 

l
1 the third priority. They will be required to determine their level of participation (through 

- J fallowing as an example) as soon as possible. 

ll 
' 1 L 
11 
L _ _j 

[ 1 
L_j 

I 1 
I ! 
LJ 

I 1 

LJ 
r ' , I 
I I 
LJ 

AlO 



R 
n. 
n 
n 
n 
n 
[j 

n 
n 
[_] 

LJ 

lJ 
u 
u 
LJ 

u 
r I u 
r J 

LJ 

fj L 

San Joaquin River .Exehaoge Contractors Water Authority 
Water Transfer Paliey- April 7, lOOO -Adapted Revised Paliey November 1, 200l/Adopted Revised Policy 
August S, ZOOS 
Page 11 

To further illustrate the priorities, below are three types of water y~ar scenarios: 
NORMAL YEAR 

100% allocation to EC; demand is 95,000 afwhich exceeds Supply 
Priority 

Sup~»_ly Demand Amount Transferred 
1 SJRECWA/ dist to dist. initiated 75,000 85,000 75,000 
2 Exchange Contractor Entity Initiated 5,000 5,000 5,000 
3 Exchange Contractor Entity Initiated 5,000 5,000 5,000 

on behalf of Individual 
85,000 95,000 85,000 

Total amount transferred 85,000 

NORMAL YEAR 
100 % allocation to EC; demand is 65,000 af and is less than Supply 

Priority 
Supp_ly Demand Amount Transferred 

1 SJRECWAI dist. to dist. initiated 75,000 65,000 65,000 
2 Exchange Contractor Entity Initiated 5,000 0 0 
3 Exchange Contractor Entity Initiated 5,000 0 0 

on behalf of Individual 
85,000 65,000 65,000 

Total amount transferred 65,000 af 

CRITICAL YEAR 
75 % allocation to EC; demand is 25,000 af and is greater than Supply 

Priority 
Supply Demand Amount Transferred 

1 SJRECWA/ dist. to dist. initiated 0 0 0 
2 Exchange Contractor Entity Initiated 0 0 0 
3 Exchange Contractor Entity Initiated 5,000 25,000 5,000 

an behalf of Individual 
5,000 25,000 5,000 

Total amount transferred 5,000 af 

All 
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CENTRAL CALIFORNIA IRRlGATION DISTRICT 

WATER TRANSFERPOUCY 

Adopted: October 27' 1993 
Revised: October 26, 2007 

Tnnsfers by Landowuen widliD CCID: 

The Central Calitbmia ID:igatian Dislrict (nois1rict") under its .Excbaage Con1ract, with 

n 
pennission of the 8lireau of Reclamation,. will pamit water traasfers. Water to be t:raDsfi:rred 
may be fiom iDdMcluaJ allotmeat or nan-allocated District supply. 
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a. The· District will permit traDSfer of water fivm a Laudowner within the District oaly to 
his or her owned land in another Recipient District. 

.•· 

b. ~~ sbaJl mean die owner of the right thmugb deeds or contracis of salem 
possession ofthe pmpa:ty mr fimning purposes which c:antract must provide the dpt to 
caallol ami utiHze au the .bmd the. Slll'iu:e watl:rpmvided by CCID 11p0111hat lad. A 
1~ regardless ofdle tBrm of the lease, is liat a l.aDdowner tbrpwposes of tid& policy, 
DOl' is a lessee who holds ·m option to plll'Chase CODSidaat a Laadowner filr tbapmpases 
oftbis policy. The holder of a life CSCide attitJk1s the-person to possessima aad ase afdle 
laad ad:the surfilae waterpnavided by ccm upon that land shall be deaned a 
Lamlo'fllla'. If tile Jaadis OWDed by a IXJ!Pandion, tmst,·parbl~ or other iBm of 
business eatity, povidal all o1heir owners of that 1msincss eafity ~m l¥Jitia& a 
~·holding • Dlldivided ~ JQay to the ateat-ofthatpmportional ia:(acsl be 
~a Laadowncr0f1hatpen:eutage of1he acreage, pro¥ided that 1b.e.pGjiUitll 
1aad 1D n:ceive thB tnmsfer' is the same pasoD or 8D eatity holdiag tide in .whicJa tlull 
imJtvidaal balds a sjmfl• perceatap iDterest. 'l'he p111eats or Dltllral.or ldDjJIId dlildnm 
or pmdcJrildnll. JJf a I..aadowaa: will be trcat.t:d as idadical 'Wida the LlllldoWJlll' 1br lhe 
piQ:poses oftnaslin b=mse 1hese owaersldp ditlaiiliiiiiS ofteD arise fium cs111e 
pllllllrin& govemmemal eaddemeat or sbiwilarrecp.:emems A pemaa who daesaot ow.n 
that intmest in Jaad within CCID, and in addition, the illterest i1l1he land to wiW:h 1he 
\VIta' is m "1laDSfi:mi:d mr·at least cme (t) calcadar ,..-pior to J~~~~~~~y 1 of11le year 
ill~ tbe-trali5ft:r is puposed 1D OCCIII' shaD. J;lot be permitted to tran.sf'er wata'UIIIIer 
the District prugua;us 1lldil that ownership....- has been c:omplied w.idL. If a 
Laudtnvner oWDS the ID-Dislrict land em laauary 1 of·tbe year in. whicll the tnmsfer is 
pmposal and the Lauc1owner was die teaaDt upcm the propa:ty ill the pre.yiaas fbJI )'Ill' 
lllld held a vnittm optiaD. to~ the I..andowDer siJall be tmad as CDDip1Jiag with 
this Jcqui&ewCBt. The District will aat approve a traasfer ~ eatities of the 
Laado1VIIa"31 pvportion of1he surface water otherwise fnllsferable liDless all of the ather 
lmlders ofpmpartianal i&daests ofboth the traasfeniug laud and the recipic:at 1llld agree 
to be parties to die ccmfract indeamifyia.g, defendiDg md holding the· District halmless 
fivm any claims. 

Water Transfer Policy - Page 1 of 8 
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c. A "Reeipient Districf' is (i) a district or mutllal water comp~y within .the geographical 
area described in the Ten-Year Transfer Approval CEQA/NEPA process conducted by 
the San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors Water Authority (SJRECW A) and Bureau 
of Reclamation, (ii) a District or mutual water company overlying the same groundwater 
basin which is acljacent to CC.ID and which through direct connection well water can be 
delivered, and (iii) which district or·mutual water company agrees in writing to comply 
with the terms and conditions of the transfer. 

u. Types ofTr.msfers: 

CCID traasfers conserved water for the benefit of all CCID Landowners. In addition, 
there are two (2) types of tnmsfers poSSible involving individual Landowners: 

.a. CCID District Conservation Tr.msfers: Conservation of irrigation water is a duty 
of all Landowners. Water Conserved is transfeaed through District programs and 1he benefits of 
the transfer are shared by all Di...strict Lmdo"W!!ers aud water users. To the extent that CCID 
believes that through conservation ami other m~ available the District wt11 have water 
available that may be transferred iimn non-allocated supplies, the District may provide for that 
waa to be ·transti:rred. The pmceeds of those traasfers will be utilized by the District in 
accoa1aace with its poHcies mgarding conservation loans and grants, payments of project costs, 
and disburseiJ;umt of portions of the District water charges to growers and Laadownem. 

b. Transfer of Water Generated hm Well Pumping: A Landowner who has a well 
upon bis or her owm:d laud may fmllster by a credit well water pumped into a District owned or 
COII1mRed &cility, up. to 3.0 acre-feet per acre for iands owned by that ~e Lanck,lwner iD a 
Recipient District ibr use on land overlying the same groundwater basin. See "Rules "CJovemin:g 
Pumpiug of Private W el1s for Water Credits in Other Dis1riets" for moe details and 
~ iacludingmeaos of assuring water pumped will not harm other goundwateror 
surlu:e water -usas. The water may be. transferred to the Recipient .District for use only on the 
Landowner's owned lands. 

e. T.I311S'ier ofWater Generated :iom Land Fallowing: A Landowner .who. wishes to 
:tallow a .specified portion ofhis or her land within CCID may apply to CCID to pnw.ide for the 
transfer ofthe.am0111lt ofwata'"that would be consumptively used upcm those fallowed Jaads to 
lands owned by the same 1.aDdowDer lo~ in a Recipient District; provided the Landowner 
meets the rcqujrcments ofthe District's policy ·and its program, the water m;J.y be 1raDSferred to 
the Recipient District tbr use o.aly on the Landoner's owned Jauds. The Landowner must 
comply with the District requirements of the program. See "Rules Goveming FalloWing of 
CCID Laad for Wati:t Credit iD Other Districts." 

m. Coaditiaas ofTnnsfen: 
The Dist:dctshall strive to manage water transfers so that the water supply, operations, 

and fiaancial eondition of the District, the-Exchange Contractors, and water users within the 
Ex.chailge Contract service area are not unreasonably impacted. Before the Dis1rict: will consider 
a landowner's written water traDsfer proposal to be complete, the Landowner will need to 
dem.oastrate: 

• 
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(I) that the IJaDSfer does not unreasonably impact: 

a. the quantity and quality of the water supply available to the District and its water 
usas; 

b. the qaaotity aad quality. of groUDdwatariD the Disttict aud the EXchange Coldract 
senic:e uea, or intlllrelated sur&ee stteams, or other gmundwata- supplies within 
the District_. Exch;mge Contract service ana; 

c. the District's opeaatiGDS:t- including, but .aat limited to the ability of the Dislrict to 
meet its deliveJ'y obligatiODS, obtain additional water supplies, and undertake 
ccmse:i'vatioll measures, exchanges, U'aJisfi:rs, groundwater storage, or conjunctive 
use programs; 

d. the District's finallcial condition and its cost ofprovidiug water savice to its 
water 'IUIIIS; 

e. the apJII'Dlll'iate.mainteDance p:rutices teganting the &llowed land, if the proposal 
is. to &Dow laads; 

t: tile afJiliW of the District or D;s water users to pmvide drainage to Jand including 
the ability to meet mgu1atmy n:quiRme:nts reladng to discharge of agricultural 

~-g. olhiD'relavantfactms thatmay·create an advene financial, oplfttions, or water 
SDpply impact an the District or its water users. 

(2) 1hat dle l..alulawlaer has paid or made acceptable" ammgemeats to pay, aU costs- associated 
with. devaJo.piq a c:amplcle wmtm water traasfer pmposal, :including District staff aad 
aftomey.nwievf a.ecessmy to process the tl'allster proposal. 

{3) dlat the· Lando\VIIa' hils paid, or made acc:cp1Bble -mangancats to pay, all necessary 
mi1iga1i011 CGSfS. associa1ed with the. transfer iHiudiDg witlumt limitation: 

L Studies to cJetaadne a·aanaaJ yield af·grmmdwatcr; iftJu:pmposal is to pmnp 
plllld\VItcr aud dative that pormd\Viter to the District iJr credit. 

b. Maait:miq IIIII P.Dtifying gromulwater c:ouditicms both in tams of qumtity and 
quality. 

c. Funds fD study aad dd.cawine. IDe amolDit·of applied wate:F wbicli iecharges the 
gta1llldwatet ar cntas draina&e syslaas. 

cL Funds to study and 111011i1Dr tbr sallsidau:e impacts. 
e. Fands to study aad IIIDIIitor tbr faDowiag impac&s aud guarantee that fallowing 

will not impact other grower.r amll.aDdowae.ls within the District and will aat 
result in pmaaeat aliaadcmmeat otirrigadou upon tB.e Dnowed lands. 

f. Lllldovmers l'llpiiSting triiiSfas based on gro1111dwater p11111ping wilt be RqUired 
to pay all casts afmUJfiiDring aad quaptifying gm¥11dwaler ComtitiODS both in 
tmms of qDIDiily md quality. If it is c6scoven:d that detrimen&J quantity or 
quality c:onditioos require a teducdon in pumpillg IDIO'mts, the Laudovmer will be 
n:quiacd ID reduce; or·curtail, pmnpage of grouadwater to pmtect both quality and 
quantity. 
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g. A Landowner proposing to fallow shall provide the JDDnies to study and 
determine the amount of applied water which enters drainage systems which can 
be used hy Distriet or other Exchange Contractors. 

(4) that the Landowner has paid, or made acceptable arrangements to pay, District wat~ 
transfer conservation fees. 

IV. Documentation and OuaDtities ofT.raasfen. 

I. AJI transfers which ·an individual Landowner wishes to make must be F,esented to the 
District for processing and processed only tbrcmgh the District utilizing the device of a 
written contract between the District. and the Landowner (including. the sigaature of all 
holders of interest in the land and the signature of any deed of trust holders or other 
·secured parties upon the land or improvements, if necessary, which determination will be 
the Lamlowner~s respoDSibility). The District will enter iilto a com:sponding agreement 
with the Recipient District if th~conditious ofccm are met regarding the transfer. 

2. For fallowed land transfers the total water to be transfmed by a Landowner shaD not 
c:xcc:ed the lesser of (i) the water generated ftom tallowmg 20% oftbe Landowner's 
total ownership within the District, or (i11 tbat.quantity of water. w.bich is a Landowner" s 
aDocated shan of the maximum amount of water which may be transferred tbiough 
Landowuer·to the same Landowner iillowing program in a calcmdar year pU1'SDIDt to 
restric:tions enactecl by the Exchange Contractors, CEQA and NEP A docummds, or 
regulatory requiranents such as the Bureau ofReclaq~atiOD. requimmem:s, or (iii) that 
quantity of water which the District determiDes c:an be safi:ly transfmred without 
adversely impacting the quantity and quality of the water supply available to the DistriCt 
ami its waU:r users, includiug the quantiey and quality of grmmdwater, wbichever amount 
is less. The total water to be transfemd sball be computCd afier Sllbtlacting :&om the 
to1al delivered water aD transportation, evaporation, seepage. metering ormeasurem.ent 
error qnd any amounts necessuy to pmvide ibr ~ts with other Exchange 
Contracton to relax monthly delivery Umitatioas or similar agreements with ·other parties 
such as Grassland Water District. De,pattment ofFish and Game, United States. F"1Sb and 
Wildlife Scrvic:e, and the Bureau ofhclamatioo, and the total amount ofwata" applied 
which is calculated to have historically entered the undergroUJJ,d basins directly or 
indirectly through relaxation of weD use. 

a. Th.e District may elect not to apply the·20% limitation or may. apply different 
limitatioas to a Landowner if the District determines that the land seeldng to 
transfer water cn;ates sevem drainage quality conditions. Land with those 
ccmditions, proposed to be fallowed. may be provided a priority in participation in 
mmsfers. 

b. If District traDsters together with Landowner-requested f.l'aDsfers exceed 20% of 
the water to be applied ia the Distri~ or such lesser amount that the Dislrict 
determines can be safely transferred without adverse impacts on the quaJdi1¥ and 
quality ofthct water supply available to the District md its water asers including 

AlS 
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the quantity and quality of groundwater or because of the limitations sa tbrtb in 
Paragraph 2 above. District may praportioJIIIfely reduce, or ~urtaiJ, the 
LandQWDCr-requested 1raDSfers with consideration of whether drainage impacted 
lands should be cmtidcd ID any priority, to a level at which no more dlla 20% of 
the D.islrict coiiSUIDed surfiu:e water as described in Paragraph 2 wiD be 
flaDSCertcd. 

3. Because du: District Landowners conjunctively use gnnmdwaier replacing surfiu:e water 
tbr groundwater amf, storiug gmlllldwatcr tbr dmughf periods. and because-die lauds fi:nm 
wllich a fidlowing or groundwater lliiDSfet is p~ wl11 not participate-fidlyia that 
c:anjun.ctive use program, the. amounts. of gmundwat£1' used by the lands initiating a 
tnosfcr caanot exceed amually their fidr....., of the safe yield; assnmiq aD odu:r 
l.aDdowners used thmr:&ir share of the sate yield. This will allow srmage for dnnJ.&bt 
periods 1Jy all 1amls overlyins the hasia ar area. If the studies ibr sacb detemoi•tadon of 
safe aDDiial yield do not exist, Landowaas mitialin& 1raDSfers wiD be·required tD fimd 
tlmse studies by the District~ an equitable basis befiDe a tr.msfcr may bepmcessed. 
ne equitable tams may include reimhurscmait of a portion of the costs of studies by 
oiher ~~ Landownas who enjoy ihe use ofihe studies. 

4. ne District lias adopted a policy· eatitled UCczaral CaJifomia IDigation Distria l.ules 
Govcmiagl'1mlpjag of'Private Wells tbr Water Cmdits in Other Districts." A 
LaadoWDerpmposilig 1D pump gnmadwater 1br C1'1Ktit ill other Districts is dialllled to that 
pdicy ibrmcn speci:&c couditioas IIUl requhemeats aad tbat policy is ilu:cnplmted 
1Hnia as if set.fta1h in fblL Tile District has adaptad a policy Cldided UCemral California 
llligatioa District Rules G:tvemilfg Pallowiag ofCCJD Land mr Wamr Credit iD Other 
Districts." Landowners are directcd 1D that policy tbr DlOl'8 specific conditicms ami 
ltlluDeutents, and that pe6cy is ineorporatcd hemin as. if set ,fbrth in filii. 

V. llldpieat District CaDditimls md Requiremeats. 

Ill order to avoid Ulll'eiSOnable impaciS on the water supply, operations, and financial 
c:oadilicm of the District and its water users, the District. will aat approve a water msfer 
JIIUlHill) DDless: 

1. The Recipieat District colldw:ls a water c:oaserv3tion program that includes etJicient 
water' maaagemc;at pradic:cs, or is in c:omplianc:e with au urbm water IIUIII8piii.Cid: plan 
aader Water Code Section I 0610 et seq .. ar an agricultural water maaagemem plall 
adaptad. pursuaat to Wamr Code Section i0800 et seq.; md 

2. 1111 Rec:ipieDt District conducts a cJraiDqe program which assures 1hat the wat11r ttiillsf'm 
will not cause a deleterious ef&ct on lands dawuslope ium any lands irrigated as a result 
oflhe traDsfer; and · · 

3~ The Landownc:r receiving the traDsferred water and the Recipient District demaasiate 
1bar the Landowna' will DOt be depmdeat upon the transferred w~ supply at tiJe end of 
tile one (1) year tmm of the pmposed 1raasfer. 

Watc:r Transfc:r Policy - Page S of 8 
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4. Tr.msfem shall be submitted and approved only on a one-year basis by the District The 
District has adopted a teclmical standard entitled "Maximum ·Quantity ofWater 
Transfemble &om CCID Due to Fallowing, 1 ' a copy of which is attached hereto and 
incorporated herein as if set forth in fbll. fallowing tnmsfers involve cpmplex 
mquirements and iDterre'lationships between the San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors 
Water Authority= Bureau ofReclamation and CCID policies. Frequent changes in the 
policy should be anticipated by Landowners. ccm cannot guarantee that requirements 
will not change duriDg a calendar year2 but ·new requirements will not apply retroactively 
to fallowing transfers already approved by the Board of Directors of the District for that 
year. 

V. District Hearipgs and Process. 

1. The District staff will review each transfer in order to determine the impact of the 
pmposed transfer on the water supply, groundwater, operations, and financial conditions 
of1he District and its water users. A Landowner requesting a transfer will be required to 
deposit i-om time to time the amowrts estimated to be expended in that review. 

2. The· District may conduct a public hearing to determine the impact of the proposed 
transfer. The Landowner and Recipient pjstrict shall attend the hearing if requested to do 
so by the District in order to respond to questions and comments reguding the impact of 
pmpased water transfers. 

3. lfland use ordiDances, general plan or other zoning conditions require the acquisition of 
use peaoits from the County, the necessary permits must be acquired prior to a 
Landowner's participation in such a tr.msfer. All CEQAINEPA requirements imposed 
by law in ccmnection with that process shall be the respoDSibility of the Landowner. 
except that the District shall be. the lead ageney for CEQA pmposes. The District must 
be coDSUited as an interested agency iD any process in which the District is not the Lead 
Agmcy. 

4. All NEP A requinments of the Bureau of Reclamation or any other federal agency shall 
also be complied with before the District processes the Landowner's applicatioa. To 
provide for the most rapid compliance. with CEQAINEP A requirements, the Landowner 
shall fimd a cooperative joint EIRIEIS process with the County (if there are applicable 
land DSe permits required) togdher with the United States lead agency. If the County 
does not have laud use jurisdiction, the District will be the lead agency for CEQA 
purposes and the Landowner wiD pay the east of compliance by the District. 

S. District transfers, including Landowner requests, shall be monitored at least annually and 
will be subject to modification, including restrictions or tenninatioo, in response to: 

a. Changes in applicable laws, regulations, contracts and court decisions. 

b. Changed or adverse environmental impacts or other circliDlstances that cause a 
transfer to result in impacts on the water supply, groundwater, operations, or 

Water Transfer Policy - Page 6 of 8 
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financial conditions of the District or its water us~ or adjacent areas dl:peudent 
directly or iDdircctly on District supply. 

c. ReslrictiOIIS or pmhi'bitious by the USBR or other agencies exerc:isingjadsdiction 
over any phase of the traDsfer. 

6. The District will adopt a use fee sc:hedule for processing these 1rarJsfenr. If it does so, the 
District wiJIIIS8 tees fimn water 1I'IIISfers tbr am.scrvation projecls ami n:babilillling 
Dislrict &dUties fiJr tlle bcmefit ofits water users. The District will dcwelop. a a fee, or 
schldule of~ as it detmrrimrs appmpriate. 1hat will be levied by lhe District an an 
wamr tlaDsfi=rred. Fees will be in the mdm'e of a watBr conservation 1ISe &e aad the 
DisJrict wiD use its shale oftbc illcome fiam such fees for CODSel'VIdon projeds widJin 
the District and for the Rhabili1aticm ofDislrict Dcilities to n:clw= convCJIDCD lossas. It 
is dle goal ofthe DisCDct, ia.implementin&"this poliay, ID liliiSIIIe that ftMUIIIISofebe 
District punted by 1nlllsCe:rs an: used tbr the Dilpmv.c:at of its S)'SfCm aDd diB 
improved m;magemcat of its water supplies iD m:der to easure 1hat the traDsfer • be 
SIISiaiDed wi1bout adverse impact on District surfiu:e water and/or groundwatcrauppJies. 
Tlu: use me will b: established by evahu!tiDg short md !ougtmn COJIS@!'Yation !!!!I water 
maagemcmtprogmms wi1bin the District dl8t should be implemeabld IDd the at of 
sach pmgrams. Fees sbaD be paid prior to the dme 1he .tnmsfe:r is iDitiatal or atmc:h 
periodic. times as is debmDined appmpriate by 1be District in the c:ase·ofloug-tam 
tnmsfers. 

7. The contract IM¢weea the District aad the LaadQwner·sball pmvide for paJIIICIII of all 
casts. eqnmses, Wllfl:r toUs, assessments, ami aU additiaaal costs ami cxpmses iucaned 
by 1he District tbr consultaats, Slaft Bolld opaatiDDS, and dislocations or redDI:dnas in 
ecoaomies of scale arising &om the traas&:r. The Lamlowncr shall be Npliralm 
ogctjnue to pay all PMA aDd commuaity ditch charges and similar operatioD, 
maintenance, npair aad~ costs necessary to avoid incmaseCI burdcasapon 
m:i&hbariag Lmd.oWIICD.'S. DOt parajcipating ill tnmsfcrs. These cbarps aad ~ 
meluding the costs of mollitmiDg and eaim:iug theseconditious oftraa.sfas, s11a11 be 
;uijasted md ealmtated hiD time to time by the District aud if not paid, the Laadowncr­
MIJII8SIId traDsfer sbaiJ BOt be permitted to continue. 

8. n.: CODb'act will provide, amcmg other tams, ibr a requirement that any filllowed laad be 
maintaiDcd at the cost of the Laadowuer in a condition that noxio111 weeds and pars are 
nat pamjtted to bemamtaiued upon the tidlowed land, ·all air pollution requircmadS far 
SIIJIPiessicm of dust aud blowiug objects are. complied witb, and the laad is maintaiaed iD 
a conditiou in which the 1aod .-y be :rebJnled to irrigated fiuming in the tbllowiug water 
years iDcludiDg maintenance ofaay 1icilides required :lbr that use. 

9. lnclwled within the Rimbunable costs to be paid by Landowner will be calcalated value 
of power generation lost at the power plants loeated QD the District's SJStall by mae of 
any water trausfcrred which is BOt mdlable for bydmelecaic pneraticm. Powarcosts 
will be esiimated based on reasonable models of scheduled genention applied to then 
existing published power values. 

Water Trausfer Policy ·Page 7 of 8 
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10. The rules and regulations of the District will include a term that a Landowner-requested 
transfer which is not processed through the District in acc:ardance with these policies and 
which is accomplished shall nevertheless be subject to each and every term and condition 
of these policies. Until the terms and c:onditious of these policies are substantially 
complied with, the Landowner shall be in violation of the District ndes and regulations 
and will not be delivered water upon the lands fi'om which the transfer·is made or any 
other lands which the Landowner bad. an interest in upon the date of the transfer. The 
Landowner shall be provided a heariug prior t~ the imposition of the bar upon water 
service ami if the District can set fees and charges wbich will compensate for the impacts 
upon the District system and water use ~thin th!' District system,. those fees and charges 
will be levied annually as a condition of water service lather than the prohibition upon 
water service. 

11. Certlin lands within the District are not eligible for tallowing or well water transfer 
programs. Those include lands which bave converted ftom Second Class to Primary Use 
status and ten (10) years has no~.elapsed since that conversion. 

Water transfer Poli~y- Page 8 ofB 
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CENTRAL CALIFORNIA lRlUGATION DISTRJCT 

RULES GOVERNING FALLOWING OF CCID LAND 

FOR WATER CREDIT IN OTHER. DISTRICTS 

Adopted October 26s 2007 

These Rules are a part of the Ceatnl Califio'Dia lrriptioa District Water Tnmsfer Policy. 
Refereace m tJaat Policy williJe.made ill iDterpr.etillg and applying these Rules related to 
proJIIISIIIs for traasfer of water daraugll fallowiag of lands. 

I. Elirbility for J'allowillg TraDSI'ers. 

1.0 Cenb:al Califomia Inigation District teeeives its smface water supplies hm the 
Bureau ·ofRec:lamation pursuant to the Excbaoge Contract. The tams oflhe 
E1u::1iange Cmdract Hmit the qwmti1y of sur&ce water delivaed in acc:onfam:e 
with a we-D1CDlihlseveu.-wwth seheduJe, aDd firiler limit the monthly l)llllliity of 
water sa delivered. Ia additiODs capacif¥ limitadons are provided upon cle1imy 
:6:om die Bureau of:Rm;Jamation of the water rights wata' of the District. 

1.1 Proposals ta &Dow Jaml widdu CCJD for credits of an amouat ofwab:r in 
ok Districts is aomen'l•lated witbin the Ceatral Valley Pmjept 
Improvameat Act and may be ammpd.but requires 1he adaptiOD. of 
policies and pnu:tices. WheD fiiUowiDg is proposed tbr credi1s.m a:dain 
water iDigatiDD or Mutual Water Coiapaaies (uRecipient Win 
which the Laadowner propasiDg the fiiUowmg oWJJS.dJ.e Jaad upon which 
the water is pmposed to be vfl1ized as a ICSIIIt of the llallsfcr, tim 
Landowner .sball comply with these Rules llld poliCy. 

1.2 fallowiDg t1'aiiSfin may oc:car cmly i'om the LandOWilfl" who CJWDS the 
fiillowed land witbiD CCJD to laDd owned by that same I.andowal:rwilhin 
a R.ecipieat District. As used herein, the ward lloJ:.andowucr' sba1l mCIIl 
the owner of the right thiOugb deeds or ccmlracts of sale 1D possession of 
JIQJPCl'tY fi1r finmina purposes, which Widlact or deed must pmvide 1be 
right to CODII'DI and utilize on 1he land the. sw&ce water provided by CCID 
upoatlaathmd. A~ tegatdless efthetenn oftb.e lease, isaota 
Laadowncr tbr IJ111P0SBS of·this poJic:y, DGr is a lessee who holds au option 
to purchase CODSidered a LmdoWDBr fbr the pwposes oflhis policy. The 
holder of a Hfe estate cmtitting 1he persm1 to possession aad use oflhe land 
md the surfiu:e water provided by ccm upon that land shaD be deeau:cl a 
Landowner. For land eitbm." proposed to be &llowed or the 1aDd 1D which 
the water is ta be iraDsfeued, the Landowuer must obtain the 'Written 
appmval by the Lessee of those lands. 
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1.3 If the land is owned by a corporation, trust. partnership~ or other form of 
business entity, provided all other owners of that business entity or 
beneficiaries cousent in writing, a person holding an undivided interest 
may to the ateut of that proportional interest be considered a Landowner 
of that percentage of the acreage, provided that the proposed land to 
receive the traDsfer is the same person or an entity holding tide in which 
that individual holds a similar percentage interest. The District wiD not 
approve a transfer between entities of the Landowner's proportion of the 
Slliface water otherwise traliSferable unless aD of the other holders of 
proportional intemst ofbotb the tr.ausferring land and the recipient land 
agree to be parties to the eonttaet indeJDDiiYing, def~ding and holding the 
District harmless from any claim. 

1.4 The parents or natural or adopted cbildren or grandchildrml of a 
Landowner wiU be treated as identical with the Laadowner for the 
purposes oftraosfers because these ownership differences often arise from 
estate planning. govenm:umal entitlemt.mt or similar ~mts. 

1.5 A per:son who does not own that interest in land within CCID~ and in 
addition, the interest in land to which the water is to be tL:ansfmed, for at 
leastone.(l) calendaryearprU;Jrto January 1 ofthe:yearin which the 
traosfer iJ plOPQsed to oecur, skall not be penpitted to transfer water under 
the Disb:ict programs until that ownership quali:fieation period bas been 
cmnp1ied with. 

Tedmical. reauiremenm relatiag to 81110onts. of water whieh Dmv lie Dmlsferred 
UDder land faJlowing proposal: 

2.0 The tec1mical mqujrements for a fallowing proposal and the limitations upon the 
amounts of water which may be traosferred are as foDows: 

2.1. 

Land FaOowiDg 
Teelmieal Standards and Guideliaes 

Maxim.om Quantity of Transferable Water 

2.1.1. The maximum quantity of water (Max Trausferable) that can be 
transferred by a LandoWiler fallowing land is the lesser of the m.onthly 
Ct~IISIIIIIJ1IiPe Use of the crop being fallowed or the CCID Deliwr11ble 
Mt~nthly ERtilleBIBRt. (Subject to Adjastmeats within paragraph 2.4.) 

2.2. Coasumptive Use. 

2.2.1. The CODStDDptive use will be calculated using the average of the 
crops grown on the land for the past three normal water years. 

Fallowing Rules - Page 2 of 6 
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2.2.2. Consmnptive Use (CU) = Evapommspiration Crop (ETc)+ 
Required LeachiDs Fractian (LF) - Effi:ctive Precipitation (EP). 

2.2.2.1. CU=ETc+LF-EP 

2.2.3. Etc is calculated on a mollthly time step for the calendar year. Data 
on the baselin~ three yr:11r average ETo and miDi3ll is collected iiam the 
Dearest ClMIS stadon(s)o The crop .c:oefticicmts (Kc) are taken fivm the 
SWRCB report# 84-1. 

2.2.4. LF is calculated based on the methodology outlined in the W estem 
Fertilizer Hanclbaak. 

2.2.5. EP is SO% of the three year average raiufall measmed at the nearest 
CIMIS station(s). 

2.2.6 . No crops may be grown on the ~owed lands at any time during 
the cal~ year duriog which the fidlowiDg traDsfer will take place. 
Lands on which sagarbeels wen: planted pdor to December' 31, 2007 for 
harvest in 2008 shall be eligible for a traDsfer in 2008 provided that no 
ilrigadcm water :&mn any sour= is app1k;d abr JamiiiY 1, 2008. Crops 
wbich am IIOIDIII1y barvestad ~the ptconng calcDdar year which :are 
deJa;Jed. in harvestiag by weather or othir fiu:tms be,ymid du: c:mdrol of 
the l..aadowDer 1lllti1 ala' JIIIIDII)' I; shall not he excluded lam 
eligibility fbr a pcmmtial tr.raster but tbe citcwnstances sbaD be brought 
to the Board ofDhidms :tbr approval or disappmval 011 an :individual 
basis prior to eligibiJit¥ 1leiDg delamined ibr the &D.owiug ptugr:aw. 

13. CCID Deliverable MODddy Eatideaaent 

2.3.1. The delivend»le mOD1bly cmddemeat is that quantity ofExcbange 
Contmct Water, 011 average, (uat other water sm:h as well water) that can 
be deliverai1D farmed fields within the mdty. 

2.3.2. The deliverable montbly emitlemcmt is calculated on a per acre 
basiS. 

23.21. The deliverable maDthly quaatities are the Division of 
Waters Agnement qwmtities less s,staD losses and other 
c:ommitmeats divided by total eutity acreage. 

Fallowing Rules- Page 3 of 6 
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2.4. Adjustments 

2.4.1. The deliverable monthly entitlement may be accumulated (bath 
mbbed) for the 7 month period so loog as the-bath tub is being provided 
by Reclamation in accordance with the Refuge Water Transportation 
Agreement. 

2.5. Determinatiea of Acreage af FaDowed Lad 

2.5.1. Acreage ofFallowed land will b.e based on farmed acres not 
assessed aQ'eQge. Each field that is filllowed must be contiguous unto 
itself. ' 

2.5 .2. The following are acceptable methods for detennining fimned 
acreage: 

2.5.2.1. 
2.5-.2.2. 
2.5.2.3. 
2.5.2.4. 

CCID Field Map acreage; 
Measurements based on aerial photography; 
Field measurements; and 
Bfll¥valeot"methods approved by the traasfer committee. 

2.S.3. To the extent possible, wh~le fields will bafidlowed. 

2.5.4. If only a portion of a field is to be fidlo.wed then the fallowed 
portion must be plvsicaUy separated :&om. the Drm.ed field by levee 
or drain. (It is important that no water of any kind be applied to the 
fallowed laud) 

ID.Fallowiug Transfers- OuaDtity LimitatioiiS. 

3.0 Fallowing 1:raiiSfers, in addition to the. amounts ami limits provided in the 
Teclmic:al Standmds.above; will be ibrther limited to o.o more than the water 
generated fiom fidiQWiag 20% of the Landowner's total: ownersbip within the 
District. If a Landowner owns ollly a pa:centage interest in a parcel or pamels of 
laud, not more thaD 20% of that Landowner's perceo.tage of those parcels. may: be 
subscribed ill the &llowing prugriilll. 

3.1 The above amount shaB be limited by CEQ.AJNEP A documents, 
regulatory approval by the Bureau of Reclamation, and restrictions euacted 
by the Exchange Contractms. A Landowaer should not pr-esume that the 
filll 200A. of that Landowner•s owned lmd or share of owned land proposed 
to be transferred will be transferable in aD.N year. 
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4.0 The Landowner will be required to pay the cost of the stadic:s, tests and 
mouituring to detenniae the amouats of water which can be safely lr.msfarcd 
p&rslllllt to a filllowing pmposal aad which wiD not impact, directJy or indirectly, 
other users within the District tbmugh reduction of groUDclwater r~ 
opcratioual cbauges, or draiDage quality ccmditioas. Laodowaers seeldag fD 
traDifer water pursuant to a &Jiowiag proposal in which severe draiDage quality 
comfitions exist may be provided priority in regard to &llowiDg lraJJsfms aad may 
be subject to :further conditions and limitatiDJ~S, including instaUation of 
imp:rovemeats upon the land to provide increased water conservation upcm the 
fallowed land. 

5.0 Land pmposed to be &llowed shall tbrther be subject to restrictions iD regard to 
the care of the land dariDg each year it is filllowed to restlict noxious weeds, to 
comply with aiF polluticm mquiremeats, and to avoid dust or similar darimeotal 
CODditiODS· to neighboring Janel. . 

6.0 The Landowner proposing a &llowiDg mmsfer win be required to cicmoastrate 
that at the eml of the tam ofdle pmposed 1raDsfer (one year), the laud upon which 
the water is to be utiJized in the R.ecipieat DiSirict will be not be depeadeat upon 
filrtlu:r traDsfcrs. 

7.0 The Recipient District must eoudnct a Water CODSm'Vatimi Program tbat includes 
water ·dficieat management practices piBSWIIIt to Water Code Section 10800, md 
must CODC1uct a draiDage pmgram which, ia the sole detmnination ofCCID, 
assures that the water 111DSfi:rwill not cause a: deleterious efti:ct dowusJope tom 
my lauds inigatcd as a result ofthe traasfcr. 

8.0 Tbc l..alldowDc:r iD the fimn of an Agreement must hold the Dislric:t iee llld 
harmless against claims tbr damages arisiag ci1her because of the &IJawiuc ofdle 
laud withm CCJD or them:eipt of water upcm the lands within the .Recipicmt 
District pmsiUIIIt to dle 1:raDsfi:r ami any couditirms or problems of any uamre· or 
kiDd that may arise or be mlated to 1he 11'1Dsfi:r. The Recipieat Disbict must 
execute au aareement provictiDg fiJr the traDsfer aa.d agreeing to limit 1he use of 
the wal'a' laausfcued to the laDds. owned by the Laadowuer aad not to pamit. 
ctinctly or iDdileclly, 1he traasfer of die R.ecdpiat District aUocatiOD iam diose 
laads or the watc:r trms&a •ed :fium CCID to other Jaads within the Ra:ipieat 
District or other Districts. The object of die Pallowiug Program is to provide for 
iDt.erim relief' aud DOt to. permit speculation with the water value or dim:t 
mcmetary gaiD tluough water marketing. 

9.0 Lauds which are auuexecl to CCID are subject to a mle that for teD (10) 
subsequent yearS, no water may be 1raDsfemxL That rule will contillue to apply 
and takes pzecedeace owr this policy as to mch IDJlexed lauds. 
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1 0.0 The Dis1rict fee schedule for investigating, determining the conditions of, and 
monitoring fallowing transfers shall be established ftom time to time. The 
Landowner shall deposit the ~aunts and supplement those deposits when 
notified by the District that the original deposit has been exhausted. 

11.0 The Distrjct (or its designee} will be the lead agency for all CEQA, NEPA and 
Bureau of Reclamation pr.ocesses. 

12.0 The Landowner sball pay all costs .of those processes. If any use permit or similar 
permits are required from the County in which the CCID land is located or ftom 
the County in which the land to receive the transfer of water is located, the 
Landowner is required to comply with those requirements and obtain the 
necessary pennits before the Landowner will be pennitted to participate in a 
fallowing tra.nsfer. The District will be the lead agency for CEQA purposes in 
those Co1mtyprocesses. Landowners should not anticipate or depend upon 
fallowing transfers being approved prior to the final action and approval by the 
Bureau ofReclamation, the Recipient District, the CoUilties if they. have 
jurisdiction or ordinance requirements, and finally, the CCID Board ofDirectors. 
Landowners are warned that·1he process of review and appmval of transfers of 
this nature can take an extensive period of time. The District will have no liability 
if a Landowner has no other options or means of providing sufficient water to the 
lands proposed to recmve the transfer. The transfer will be credited to the 
Recipient District in accordance with CCID's estimate of the periods within. 
which water would haVe b&:en used upon the CCID Dllowed lind. It is up to the 
Landowner prop.osiilg the transfer to work out, if possible with the Recipient 
Distric~ the utilization of those credits within· the Recipient District. In some 
cases, the transfer :&om CCID will not permit the early irrigation of the lands 
within the Recipient District in accordauce with the schedule of actual irrigation. 
It is- up to the Landowner to work with the Recipient District to try to 
accommodate that difficulty. 
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CENTRAL CALIFORNIA IR.RIGADON DJSTRICf 

RULES GOYERNING PUMPING OF PRIVATE WELLS 

FOR WATER CREDITS IN OTHER DJSTIUCI'S 

Adopted: Pebrualy 24, 1993 
Revised: Oclober 26, 2007 

Tllese Rules are a part afflae Cea1nl Califonda lrrigatiaa Distriet Wiater Tnmsfer Policy. 
Refei'Sce 1D tllat Policy will be made iD iDterpretiDg aad appl)'iog these Rules related to 
JII'OIHISals far pampillg of private wells for endit iD ather Distriets. 

CCJD n:ceivcs·its·SIIIfiu:e-water supplies &om the BIIRIIII ofRecJamation pursuant to the Exchange 
Coa1nl:t. The tams of the Exc:Jamge Contract limit the qu&lltity of surlilce WBta' cle1iverBd iD 
8CCG1.'dimc:e with a S-mcmth aad 7-moath schedule, • tbrther, limit the montbly CJWIIIIit;y of water 
so deliven:d. As a result of these coDStnints, CCJD Ius histoiically relied em gnJUDdwater to 
suppkme:atsur.fia:e water espdally dariog peak SQIIIIIIer watBr demaml mouths. ccm is a 
sj..-JY 1Ddle ~adly·acc:eptai AB 3616 Best; Management Pncdces Mcmonmdum of 
Ulldanbmdiag. The District adapted an AB 3030 Grmmdwatcr Maaagement Plan and actively 

[.l manages Ds sarfiu:e mel gmDDd water tluough tiered e.terprice im:elltivcs or disinceatives. This 
eoajuac:tiwlllliiUipmeat pm1Deol gives CCJD muimum tlexibilhy to meet the water demands of 
ilsgrowen. 
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1. .E:Bcpt as llOtaJ, thc:se rules sbaD apply to' aD well water J111111PCc1 for aredit in ather districts, 
either imn is-District or outside Disbi• wells. Ead1 new request must be reviewed md 
appiuvod. by the Board. ofDirectors. 

2. All wat1:r pumped must meet water quality standards as established by the Board of Directors. 
Cmnatly, the maximums allowed are: 

a. l,SOO TDS, laO w- boi'Oll 
b. Blmded q~ doWDStream of well shall not exceed 700 TDS, O.S ppm 1xmms and no 

additioual se1eDium cletected. 

3. Wa~er c:ralits may be used in 1he Recipient District ouly by the Landowner who owns 1he 
gmlllld where the weD is located m CCJD. Permission to pump a well ibr aeditwill be 
gailldld to oa1y one 01VIIer duriDg the~ pcnnission aamot be traDsfi:na1 to lllDt1lcr owner. 
Landowner as defiDed ia the District Wamr Tnasfer Poficy .teqahes that the Laadowuer oWD 
bath 1he lami to which the weD water is cn:dited as used in CCJD aud the land in the Recipient 
Disai:t llld tiat "balh iDterests ill laad be lleld fbr cme yar prior to Jllllll!y -1st of the year that 
the taas1ir is pmposecl to accur. If a I.amfowaer OWDS the In-Distric:t-laad on Jaauary 1 of the 
}ear iD which the taausrer is pmposecl and the Laadowner was the 1alaDt 11p0J11be pmpcrty m 
1be pnvious fidl year and held a writtm optiOD to pm:hase,. the Lamfowner shall be treated IS 

complying with this :mquhem.:nt. The paradS or QtDral or adaptccl cbildnm aad gnndc:bildreD 
of a Landowner, will he treated as idaltical with the Landowner fbr the purposes oftraasfers 
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because these ownership differences often arise :&om estate planning, governmental 
entitlement or similar requirements. If ownership is in an entity such as a corporation or 
partnership, the Landowner's percentage of ownership wiU limit the amount of water 
transferable. 

3. I. There may be special circumstances in which lands lying adjacent to the District may 
request that the District allow wells on lands owned by the ·sime Landowner but which 
weUs are also located outside the District boundaries to be pumped into the District s;ystem 
for delivery of the well water ftom the District systeD1 to lands located outside the District 
owned by the same ~owner; provided, however, that the transfers of well water 
historically accomplished by the Mall/Craven properties and by the Mosko property, shall 
be permitted to continue for up to (i) five {S) years subject to the transfer restriction of well 
water for two {2) out of each three (3) years, or (ii) uatll the laud is sold, whichever date is 
ear.lier. In general, the District will apply the same limitations, coDdidous and policy goals 
in considering whether to grant or deny those requests. 

4. A weD pumper will be allowed to pmnp no more thm an amount of the groUDdwater which 
can be pumped without damaging other· landowners or depleting groundwater storage. This 
amount is curnmtly estimated at 3.0 acre-feet per acre. Acreage· fbr this calculation will 
include land ownc:d contiguous to the parcel where the well is located, or within five miles of 
the well. In no case shall the total water allocation per· acre to prop~ in other distrlcts 
e:xceed the per-acre allocation ibr CCID's CODSDDlm:s. Water credits may be used on any land 
that is within a ten-mile mdius of the well or·in the same pundwater basin, DBless a 
gromulwater consultant's report, which consultant and report are approv.ed by 1he District, 
shows that the pumping plan will not result in ovenbaftiag and that adverse effi:cls such as 
subsidence or umeasaoable cones of depression affecting other weDs witJdn. the area will not 
occur in the vicinity of the well site. This amolUlt .of groundwater pumped for traDsfer 
purposes may be reduced or curtailed based upon observed impacts or new information 
regm:d:ing groundwater conditions. 

S. Pumping for credit must be terminated if the pumping has a detrimc:atal impact on neigbboring 
weDs or on the grouitdwater table. In case of a dispute over claims of detrimental impacts, a 
cWemrination will be made by an independent groundwater coDSPltmt chosen by the District, 
whose decision will be final All costs for the co.osultant sball &e paid by the well pumper. 
Curtailment of gmUDdwater pumping may oc:c:ur during the water year and transfer of well 
water will be curtailed or tmminated in those eircumstances. 

6. Pumping into CCID canals will be allowed only wlum. the pumped water is needed for District 
water demands. 

a. CCID's surface water supply deHvaed by the Bureau is generally restricted in monthly 
quantity. Consequently,. unless the water year is such that CClD is accorded water 
supply delivery flexibility, all weJt·pumping credits on land ID1ISt be fiaDsfi:rred to the 
Recipient District in the same month. in which the water is pumped. 

b. A 1 OOA. loss filctor will be applied to all w.ell water pumped fOr credit under this policy. 
c. Every well pumping for credit must have a meter acceptable to CCID. 
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7. There will be an administrative fee of$2.00 per acre-foot pumped. Other charges to transport 
well water for credit will be as follows: 

a. A District fee based on actual cost of providing this service will be billed at the end of 
the water season. 

b. A transfer fee of$4.00/AF for water users not fiuming in CCID. 
c. Additional fees will be charged based on water quality as follows: 

0- SOO ppm TDS: No cbarge 
SOO -1,000 ppm TDS: S 5.00/AF 

1,000 -I,SOO ppm TDS: $10.00/AF 
Water above l,SOO ppm TDS or 2.0 ppm boron will not be transported. 

d. Any other fees or charges assessed by the Bmeau of Reclamation or the receiving 
districts will be the responsibility of·the applicant. 

e. These fees shall be. reviewed annually by the Board of Directors and may be revised at 
that time. 

8. In order to avoid unreasonable impacts on the water supply, operations, and financial 
condition of the District and its water users, the- District will not approve a proposal to pump 
well water for credit unless: 

a. The Recipient. District conducts a water conservation program that includes efficient 
water mauagemeat practic:e~t or is in compliance with an m:ban water management plan 
UDder Water Code Section.l 0610 et seq., an urban water shortage coatingency plan 
muter Water Code Sections 10621, I 0631 md 10656, or an asric:ultural water 
management plan adopted pursuant to Water Code Section 10800 et seq.; and 

b. The Recipient Dismct conducts a draina,ge program which in the sole determination of 
CCJD.assures that the water transfer will not cause a deleterious effect on lands 
downslope from any lands. irrigated as a result of the transfer; and· 

c. The traDsferee degtnnstrates that it will not be dependent upon the t:ransfem:d water 
supply at the end of the term of the proposed transfer. 

cL A proposal to pump wells for credit will be approved no more than 2 out. of3 
CODS~e years. AlteJ;ation in the Landowner ideatity, the well OWD~p, or the 
OVIJJeEShip of the land to receive the credit will not avoid this rule. The well may not be 
subscribed in the program far any pmpose for three (3) consecutive years-. 

9. The applicant must in the form· of an agreement bold the District harmless agidnst: 

a. Claims tbr damage to the groundwater table ftom adjacent Landowners; 
b. Claims ibr damages incurred by the applicant in the event the permission to pump for 

c:redi.t is cancelled; and 
c. Any prob~s that may arise under this program. 

10. Permission to pump for credit may be re.voked if any of the above terms and conditions are 
violated. 
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SAR LUIS CARAL COMPANY 

RULBS AND RBGULAT:J:ORS GOVBRBIHG TRARS.!'BRS 01" WA'l'BR 
UNDER 'l'HB CENTRAL VALLBY PROJBC'l' XHPROVBHBR'l' ACT 01" 1992 

(PL 102-575) 

In order to implement Section 3405 of the Central· Valley 

Improvement Act of 1992 (PL 102-575), San Luis Canal Company n ("Company") adopts the follot-ting rules and regulations governing 
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transfers of Central Valley Project water. 

1. Bxclusive Right to Transfer: Inasmuch as the San .Luis Canal 

Company, as a corporate body, possesses the right to receive water 

pursuant to the exchange contract with the USBR. and inasmuch as 

the Corporation shareholders possess the right to receive water 

from the C~rporation. it is this Company's position that only the 

San Luis Canal Company can tran~fer Corporation water pursuant to 

Public Law 102-575, Section 3405. 

2. Compliance with Laws and Regulations: The Company will comply 

with the provisions of the Central Valley Project Improvement Act, 

all applicable regulations and guidelines of the Secretary o~ the 

Interior and be consistent with state law. In addition. transfers 

must be approved by the Contracting Entities and not jeopardize the 

"Second Amended Contract for Exchange of Waters." (Revised 12/6/67) 

3. Limitation: The amount of Company water that can be 

transferred without unreasonable impacts on the water supply, water 

quality, operations and financial conditions of the Company and its 

water users is limited. The Company will not make any transfers 

that would adversely impact the water supply for its stockholders' 
I 

land. 
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4. Groundwater L:l.mi tations: There shall be no transfer of 

groundwater beyond safe yield outside the Company service area. 

5. Transferee Limitations: In order to promote the purposes of 

the Central Valley Project Improvement Act of 1992, and to avoid 

unreasonable adverse impacts on the water supply, water quality. 

operations. and financial condition of the Company and its water 

users. the Company will not enter into a water transfer unless: 

a. The transferee initiates a reasonable water conservation 

program that includes efficient water management practices. or is 

in compliance with an urban water management plan under Water Code 

Section 10610 et seq.. a.n urban ,.,ater shortage contingency plan 

under Water Code Section 10621. Section 10631. and Section 10656, 

or an agricultural water management plan adopted pursuant to Water 

Code Section 10800 et seq. or any revised codes thereafter; 

b. The transferee conducts a drainage study to assure that 

the water transfer ~ill not cause a deleterious effect on lands in 

proximity to lands irrigated as a result of the transfer; and 

c. The transferee demonstrates that it will not be dependent 

upon the transferred water supply at the end of the term of the 

proposed transfer. and tlill be able to relinquish the transfe.rred 

water supply at that time. 

6. Submission of Proposals: The Company will make a formal water 

transfer application to the USBR. The Company shall submit one (1) 

complete copy to the transferee. An application shall be deemed 

complete for the purposes of Company review only when it has been 

deemed complete by USBR and contains suffici~nt information for the 
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Board to determine the impact of the proposed transfer on the water 

supply. water quality, operations and financia'l conditions of. the 

Company and its water users, and compliance with CBQA. 

7. ·Future Modifications: Company transfers shall be subject to 

modification from time to time in response to: 

a. Changes in applicable laws. regulations. contracts and 

court decisions; fl 
rl 
. J 

b. Changed circumstances that cause a transfer to result in 

unreasonable impacts on the water supply, water quality, 

[] operations, or financial conditions of the Company or its water 

usersi 

[J 8. Indemnification: rhe transferee shall defend, indemnify. and 

hold harmless the Company against any claims of third parties that 

u 
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the transfer: 

a. Is not a beneficial or reasonable use of water; 

b. Violates any law or regulation including, but not limited 

to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), CBQA, Endangered 

Species acts, Water Quality statutes, and Area of Origin laws; or 

c. 'Has caused or will cause injury or damage to any person or 

Property, including violations of any contracts. leases. trust 

deeds or water rights. 

The foregoing regulations were adopte~ by the San Luis 

Canal Company at a regular meeting of its Board of Director-s 

on January 27, , 1994. 
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Fi&dBAUGH CANAL WATER DISTRl'"''l" 

WATER TRANSFER POLICY 

Firebaugh Canal Water District has the right to appropriate water from the San Joaquin River. 

n Under the terms of the Exchange Contract with the Bureau ofReclamation, the District receives 
substitute water generally delivered tbrough the Delta-Mendota Canal to Mendota Pool. The 
District will permit the transfer of substitute water pursuant to this policy. 
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Eligible Transferors. Only District landowners may transfer their water allocation. If a 
water transfer is proposed by a person who is not the landowner, the written authorization 
of the landowner must accompany the proposal. 

District Approval. The District strives to manage water transfers so that the water supply, 
operations, and financial condition Qf the District and the Exchange Contractors, and 
water users within the Exchange Contract service area are not unreasonably impacted. In 
order to obtain District approval of a water transfer proposal, the transferor must 
demonstrate that the transfer does not unreasonably impact: 

a. The quantity and quality of the water supply available to the District and its water 
usen;; 

b. The ability of the District to blend inigation return :flow and drainage water in its 
canals to meet water quality standards imposed by the Regional Water Quality 
Control Board; 

c. The District=s operations including, but not limited to the ability of the District to 
meet its delivery obligations, obtain additional water supplies, and undertake 
conservation measures, exchanges, and transfers; 

d The District=s :financial condition and its cost of providing water service to its water 
usen;; 

e. The ability of the District or its water usen; to provide drainage to lands, including the 
ability to meet regulatory requirements relating to the discharge of agricultural 
drainage; and 

£ Other relevant factors that may create an adverse financial, operations, or water 
supply impact on the District or its water users. 

g. The ability of neighboring lands to continue to farm and cultivate· crops without the 
fallowed land creating no~ous weeds, dust, insect or disease conditions which may 
impact those neighboring lands. 

Water Transfer Proposal. All transfen; which an individual landowner wishes to make 
must be presented to the District for processing. 
In any water year, the total water to be transferred shall not exceed that quantity of water 
tbat the District determines can be safely transferred without adversely impactiJig the 
quantity and quality of the water supply available to the District and its water users. The 
District will also determine the quantity of water for the water year tbat the District needs 
in order to provide for blending of irrigation return :flow and drainage water in its canal 
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systems to meet regu..aatory requirements. The total water allow~ to be transferred shall 
be computed first after considering these factors and, then, after subtracting the quantity 
of water needed to offset transportation, evaporation, seepage, metering or measurement 
error, and any amounts necessary to satisfy agreements with the other Exchange 
Contractors. 

Consumptive Use Limitation. Only water that would have been consumptively used or 
irretrievably lost to beneficial use during the term of the transfer may be transferred, and 
the transfer quantity may not exceed the transferor=s allocation of water. The District 
reserves the right to limit transfers during specific months to the quantity of water that 
would have been consumptively used or irretrievably lost to beneficial use by the 
transferor during those montbs. 

Correlative Share Limitation. The amount of District water that can be transferred without 
unr•onable impacts on the District and its water users is limited. The District considers 
the rights of individual landowners to transfer their water supplies to be limited to a 
correlative share of the total transferable supply. The District will not approve any 
transfer proposal that would prevent other landowners from transfening their correlative 
share of the tnmsfeiable supply ofDistrict water. 

Groundwater Limitations: 

a. General Limitation. The District will not approve any water transfer involving a 
substitution of groundwater that the District believes (i) is likely to result in 
siguificant long-term adverse imp~ on groundwater conditions within the 
District=s service area, (ii) unreasonably interferes with pumping rates or capacities 
of weDs within the District=s service area, or, (iii) interferes with the District=s 
ability to meet water quality objectives imposed by the Central Valley Regional Water 
Quality Control Board or other agency having jurisdiction and regulatory authority of 
the quality of waters used within or discharged from the District=s service area. This 
limitation sball also apply to water transfer proposals whereby groundwater extracted 
iom lands within the District service area is wheeled in District facilities for use 
within the District=s service area. 

b. Critical Year Limitation. The District has determined that groundwater pumping 
within its boundaries during critical water years as defined by the Exchange Contract 
results in significant long-term adverse impacts on groundwater conditions within the 
District=s service area that in tum causes unreasonable impacts on the water supply of 
the District and its water users; therefore, the District will not approve any water 
transfer proposal that involves pumping of groundwater in critical water years. 

Transfer Limitations. A transfer will not be approved if the District determines that the 
water transfer is likely to increase drainage requirements or otherwise cause a deleterious 
effect on District lands downslope of the lands irrigated as a result of the transfer. The 
transfer will not be approved unless the Transferor's plan for the lands from which the 
water will be removed includes a fbll, detailed and feasible plan to maintain any fallowed 
lands in a condition in which the lands will not create a risk of insect infestation, disease, 
dust, noxious weeds or other detrimental condition that may affect neighboring lands and 
assurances that the plan will be implemented. 

Compliance with Law and Regulations. Transfer proposals must comply with all 
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provisions of law including but not limited to the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

Submission of Proposals: 

a. Preliminary Progosals. A tranSferor may submit a preliminary water transfer proposal 
to the District prior to the submission of a formal water traDsfer proposal The 
pmpose of a preliminary water transfer proposal is to provide the opportunity for 
informal review by District staff in order to advise the transferor of possible 
requirements, conditions or objections if a fozmal proposal is made. The response of 
the District to a preliminary proposal shall be deemed tentative and subject to change 
if a formal traDsfer proposal is made. 

b. Formal ProjJosals. No later than the date the formal water transfer proposal is 
submitted to the USBR, the transferor shall submit two (2) complete copies to the 
District. A proposal shall be deemed complete for pmposes ofDistrict review only 
when it has been deemed complete by the USBR and contains sufficient information 
for the District to detemJ.ine the impact of the proposed transfer on operations of the 
District, and that it bas been aualyzed for compliance with CEQA. The transferor 
must supply any additional information requested by the District in order to enable the 
District to effectively review the proposal. 

• 

Hearings. The District may conduct one or more public hearings in order to detemJine 
whether the proposed transfer is likely to have am impact on the water supply; operations 
and :fi.naucial condition of the District and its water users, and to ensure compliance with 
CEQA The tnmsferor and the transferee, or their ~entative, sba1l attend any such 
hearing if requested to do so by the District in order to respond to questions and 
comments regarding the impact of the proposed water transfer. 

Future Modifications. District-approved transfers shall be subject to modification from 
time to 1ime in order to respond to: 

a. Changes in applicable laws, regulations, contracts and court decisions; 

b. Changed circumstances that cause a transfer to· result in unreasonable impacts on the 
water supply, operations or financial condition of the District or its water users; 

c. Proposals by the water users within the District to transfer their correlative share of 
the Dis1rict=s transferable water supply. 

Costs. 

a The transferor must demonstrate that the transferor bas paid or has made acceptable 
arrangements to pay all costs associated with developing a complete water transfer 
proposal, including the costs associated with necessary environmental review and 

i ) District staff and Bttomey review necessary to process the transfer proposal. 
I I 
~J 

b. The transferor sball be responsible to pay all costs incurred by the District in 
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processing the water transfer proposal and administering the water 1ransfer itself. 
Such costs sball be charged to the transferor on a time-and-materials/acre-foot basis in 
accordance with generally accepted accounting practices. A deposit, in an amount to 
be fixed by the Board of Directors, shall accompany the proposal. If it appears to the 
District that the deposit will be inadequate to cover the District=s costs, the District 
may issue ~written cost estimate, or estimates, to the mmsferor. The transferor sball 
deposit with the District the funds necessuy to meet such supplemental cost 
estimates. The District sball charge its costs against the transfemr=s deposits and 
shall render an accounting to the transferor upon request, but not more often than 
monthly. Any unexpended portion of1he transferor=& deposits sba1l be refimded upon 
completion of the transfer. If the transferor fails to deposit suffiCient fimds to cover 
the District=s costs, the deficiency s1:iaU be due upon submission of an invoice from 
the District to the 1rarlsfemr. If the transferor fails to pay the invoice, the amount due 
may, at the District=s election, be added to the transferor=s property taxes or secured 
by recordation of a lien certificate pursuant to Water Code ' 37212. 

Charges. Before any water is transferred in a given water year, the transferor sball pay to 
the District in fi:dl: · 

a. All additional water rates and charges due to the Bureau of Reclamation or other 
agency that the District is obligated to collect on account of the approved water 
transfer. 

b. The District=s water charges for that year=s water supply to the land from which the 
water is being transferred 

c. Any standby charges or assessments attributable to the subject land for the year of the 
1ransfer, and any delinquencies· on accotmt of past water charges, standby charges or 
assessments. 

Indemnification. The transferor and transferee are required to defend, indemnify, and 
hold harmless the District against any claims oftbird parties that the 1Iansfer: 

a. Violates the terms of the Second Amended Contract for Exchange ofWaters, 
Contract No. Dr-1144, dated February 14, 1968; 

b. Is not a beneficial or reasonable use of water; 

c. Violates any law or regulation including, but not limited to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEP A), CEQA, State and Federal Endangered Species 
acts, water quality statutes, and Area of Origin laws; or 

d. Has caused or will cause injury or damage to any person or property, including 
violations of any contracts, leases, trust deeds or water rights. 

The transferor and transferee are also required to defend, indemnifY and hold bannless the 
District from any claims that the transferor or transferees have breached any contractual or 
statutozy duties pertaining to the transfer. 
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In addition, the transferor shall relinquish for the duration of the approved transfer all entitlement 
to receive the water supply that is the subject of the approved transfer. The transferor and 
transferee shall abide by the termination date of the transfer unless extended in the manner 
provided by law and shall not contest the retum of the transferred water supply to the District=s 
service area upon such termination. · 

• 
The transferor shall provide the necessary a8surances to the District that the transferee has agreed 
to abide by the termination date as set forth above and that the transferee has agreed to waive any 
claim of dependency, detrimental reliance, or intervening public use as a basis for extending the 
water transfer beyond its approved tenn. 

Prior to approval of the proposed transfer, the transferor shall deliver to the District an 
agreement, in a form acceptable to the District, signed by the transferor and the transferee, by 
which they agree to conform to this policy, and in particul;Jr to the requirements of this Section. 

The agreement shall provide among other tenns for the compliance with the plan for 
maintenance of the land and facilities upon the land fi:om which the water is transferred in such a 
condition that the land will not create a risk of detrimental impacts to smmunding lands. The 
District shall be granted the right to pe.tfonn those measures at the cost of the transferor if the 
measures are not fully and timely complied with. 

15. Water Transfers. Water Transfers for use of water outside of the District boundaries may 
only be accomplished with the written agreement and compliance with the agreement 
tenDs established by the Board of Directors and only in compliance with Federal and 
State law. Transfers to lands outside of the District boundaries are not a matter of right. 
If any te.nns of a written agreement specifying the means and conditions of a transfer shall 
be violated or fail to be performed, the landowner shall be subject to the penalties 
provided tmder the terms of the agreement but shall further be barred from receiving 
water upon any lands within the boundaries of the District until such time as the District 
Board of Directors shall determine that the transfer agree.tnent terms have been fully 
complied with. A breach of the tcmns of a water transfer agMement which cammt be 
remedied by physical performance may result in a suspension of the right to receive water 
for up to one calendar year after a hearing is conducted by the Board ofDirectors, in 
addition to the remedies, fines or penalties established under the written agreement and 
under these rules and regulations. 

The foregoing policy was adopted by the Firebaugh Canal Water District at a regular meeting of 
its Board ofDirectors on March 11, 1993 and revised in the same manner on October 16, 2001 
and July 20, 2004. 
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RISOLU!JON OP !HB BOARD OP DIRECTORS OP 

COLPKBXA CANAL COMPANJ APOP~IRG BULBS AID RBGDLJTIONS 
GOVEIUfiHG D.NfSPIRS' OP ll\'lBI IJIIJ)BB ,.,. 

CEH!RAL VI£LBJ IROJBCf JNPROJIMBNJ ACf OF 1112 
(J!I.X,. 2.02-575) 

• ... 

WHEREAS, the United States conqress has enacted the Central 

Valley Project Improvement Act of 1992 (P.L. 102-575) ("the Act•) 

which provides, amonq other things, for transfers of project water 

by water users within the Columbia Canal Company's service area; 

and 

WHEREAS, the United States Bureau of Reclamation has promulgated 

11Interim Guidelines for Implementation of the Water Transfer 

Provisions of the central Valley Project Improvement Act (Title 

XXX:tV of Public Law· 102-575) •• ( 11the Guidelines••) establishing 

procedures and criteria for processing such water transfers until 

formal regulations can be adopted; ancl 

WHEREAS, the Act and the Guidelines impose certain duties upon 

the Columbia Canal Compa~y including but not limited to the duty to 

determine whether a proposed transfer o~ project water will have an 

unreasonable impact on the water supply, operations or ~inancial 

conditions of the Columbia Canal Company or its water users; and 

WHEREAS, the co·lumbia Canal Company is authorizeci to make 

reasonable rules and regulations providing for the equitable, 

efficient and economic distribution of its water supply; and 

WHEREAS, the Columbia Canal Company desires ·to establish 

uniform procedures under which such proposed transfers of water 

will be evaluated, processed and administered, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I~ RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of 

Co1umbia Canal company as follows: 

_,_ 
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10. The said Board hereby adopts tbe "Rules and RegulatioOS 

Governing Transfers of water Under the central Valley Project 

Improvement Act of 1992 (P.L. 102-575) u a true coy of vhich is 

attached to this Resolution. 

11. PUrsuant to Article 13 of said Rules and Regulations. 

the Board bereP.y adopts the form of "Indemnification and 

Fallowing Agreement" attached as Exhibit 118 11 to this Resolution; 

and 

12: The Board authorizes and directs the manager to take 

such actions and measures as may be reasonably necessary and 

incidental to implement the Act, the Guidelines and the said 

Rules and Regulations. 

Passed and adapted at a regular/special meeting of the Board 

of Directors of Columbia canal Company an --J~u~l~y~B~--------' 1993 

by the following votes: 

AYES: 4 

NOES: 0 

ABSENT: 1 

ABSTAINING: 0 

~~4 
President 

Darrell Vincent, Columbia Canal Company 

~c/~ 
Secretary 

eich Watkins, Columbia Canal Company 
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COLUMBIA CANAL COMPANY • • • 
BIJLES AND REGJlLATIONS GOVERNING TRANSFERS OF WATER 

IJNDER THE CENTRAL VALLEY PROJECT IMPRQ'VEMEN'f ACT OF 
12U~ 

(PL 102-575) 

In order to implement §3405 of the Central Valley Improvement Act of 1992 

(PL 102-575), Columbia Canal Company· ('~Company••) adopts the following 

rules and regulations governing transfers of Central Valley Project water by 

water useis. 

1. Compapy Agroval: Insofar as these rules and regulations provide for 

Company approvd of water transfer proposals, they shall mean: 

a. First 20%. As to transfer proposals that do not involve more than 

twenty percent (20~) of the Company•s water supply subject to contract with the 

USBR, the term "Company Approval•• shall mean the Company's written find-
~ 

ings and conclusions reported to the USBR as to whether the transfer proposal 

should be· approved~ or conditionally approved. 

b. More than 20%. As to transfer proposals that involve more than 20~ 

of the Companyts water supply subject to contract with the USSR, the term 

. "Company Approval'• shall mean the Company's approval, or conditional ap­

proval, of such proposals. 

2. Eli&ible Transferors: Only landowners may transfer Company water allo­

cations. If a transfer is proposed by a person who is not the landowner, the 

written concurrence of the landowner must acc.~mpany the proposal. 

3. Comu.liance with Laws and Re1ulations: Transfer proposals must comply 

with the provisions of the Central Valley Project Improvement Act and all appli­

cable regulations and guidelines of the Secretary of the Interio~. All transfer 

-1-
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4. Consumptive Use Limitation: Only water that would have been consump-
. . 

tively used (or irretrievably lost to beneficial use) during the term of die transfer 

may be transferred -not to exceed the transferor's allocation of project water. 

The Company reserves the right to limit transfers during specific months· to the 

quantity of water that would have been consumptively used (or irretrievably lost 

to beneficial' use) by the transferor during those months. If the transfer of 

consumptive use .water during such months would have an unreasonable impact 

on the water supply, operations or financial condition of the Company or its 

water users, the Company may further limit the transfer. 

5. Correlative Share Limitation: The amount of Company water that can be 

transferred without unreasonable impacts on the water supply, operations and fi­

nancial conditions of the Company and its water users is limited. The Company 

considers the rights of individual landowners to transfer their water supplies . to be 

limited to a correlative share of the total transferable supply. The Company will 

not approve any transfer proposal that would prevent other landowners from 

transferring their correlative shares of the transferable supply of Company water. 

6. Groundwater Limitations: 

a. General Limitation. It has been judicially determined that the 

groundwater supply underlying the lands within the Company is overdrafted. As 

the supply is overdrafted, any substitution of the use of groundwater for 

transferred surface water will result in significant long-term adverse impact on 

groundwater conditions within the Compants service area, and would result in 

an unreasonable interference with pumping rates or capacities of wells within the 

Company service area. That, in tum, causes unreasonable impacts on the water 

supply, operations, and financial condition of the Company and its water users. 

-2-
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For this reason no transfer of groundwater to areas outside the Company servile 

area will be approved and no transfer of surface water without fallowing the land 

to which such surface supply would have been delivered will be approved. 

7. Transferee Limitations: In order to promote the purposes of the Central 

Valley Project Improvement Act of 1992, and to avoid unreasonable impacts on 

the water supply, operations, and financial condition of the Company and its 

water users, the Company will not approve a water transfer proposal unless: n a. The transferee conducts a water conservation program that includes ef-
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ficient water management practices, or is in compliance with an urban water 

mamtgement plan under Water Code §10610 et seq., an urban water shortage 

contingency plan under Water Code §10621, §10631, and §10656, or an agricul­

tural water management plan adopted pursuant to Water Code §10800 et seq.; 

b. The transferee conducts a drainage program to assure that the water 

transfer will not cause a deleterious effect on lands downslope from any lands ir­

rigated as a result of the transfer; and 

c. The transferee demonsttates that it will not be dependent upon the trans­

ferred water supply at the end of the term of the proposed transfer, and will be 

able to relinquish the transferred water supply at that time. 

8. Submission of Proposals: 

a. Preliminary Proposals. A transferor may submit a preliminary water 

transfer proposal to the Company prior to the submission of a formal water trans­

fer proposal. The purpose of a preliminary water transfer proposal is to provide 

an informal review by Company staff in order to advise the transferor of possible 

require1:11entS, conditions or objections if a formal proposal is made. The re­

sponse of the Company to a preliminary proposal shall be deemed tentative and 

subject to change if a formal transfer proposal is made. 

-3-
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b. Formal Proposals. No later than the date the formal water transfer pro­

posal is submitted to the USBR, the transferor shall submit two (2) complete 

copies to the Company. A proposal shall be deemed complete for the purposes 

of Company review only when it has been deem~ complete by USBR and con­

tains sufficient information for the Company to determine the impact of the pro­

posed transfer on the ·water supply, operations and financial conditionS of 

the Company and its water users, and compliance with CEQA. The transferor 

must supply any additional information requested by the Company in order to en­

able the Company to meet its responsibilities to review the proposal. 

(c) Agreement to Fal1ow Land. No formal proposal shall be complete 

without an agreement by the transferor to fallow the land to which the transferred 

water would have been delivered for each crop year in which a transfer is made. 

9. Hearin&:s: The Company may conduct one or more public hearings in 

order to determine the impac;t of the proposed transfer on the water supply, 

operations and fmancial conditions of the Company and its water users, ~ to 

ensure compliance with CEQA. The transferor, and the transferee, or their 

respective representatives, shall attend any such hearing if requested to do so by 

the Company in order to respond to questions and comments regarding the 

impact of the proposed water transfer. 

10. Future Modifications: Company-approved transfers shall be subject to 

modification from time to time in response to: 

a. Changes in applicable laws, regulations, contracts and court decisions; 

b. Changed circumstances that cause a transfer to result in unreasonable 

impac~ on the water supply, operations, or financial conditions of the Company 

or its water users; 

c. Proposals by other water users within the Company to transfer their cor­

relative share of the Company•s transferable water supply that, if approved, 

Jl.45 
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would result in more than twenty percent (20%) of the Company's long-term 

water supply under contract with USBR being committed for transfer. 

11. Costs: The transferor shall be responsible for all costs incurred by the 

Company in processing the ~ater transfer proposal and administering the water 

transfer itself. Such costs shall be charged to the transferor on a time-and­

materials basis in accordance with generally accepted accounting practices. A 

deposit of $ shall accompany the proposal. If it appears to the 

Company that the deposit will be inadequate to cover the Co~pany•s costs, the 

Company may issue a written cost estimate, or estimates, to the transferor. The 

transferor shall deposit with the Company the funds necessary to meet such sup­

plemental cosi estimates. The Company shall charge its costs against the trans­

feror• s deposits and shall render an accounting to the transferor upon request, but 

not more often than monthly. Any unexpended portion of the transferor• s depos- · 

its shall be refunded upon completion of the transfer. If the transferor fails to 

deposit sufficient funds to cover the Company's costs, the deficiency shall be due 

upon submission of an invoice from the Company to the transferor. If the trans­

feror fails to pay the invoice, the amount due may, at the Company's election, re­

sult in fodeiture of the right to receive water, and of the transferor• s stock, 

pursuant to Article X of the Company's Bylaws. 

12. Charaes: Before any water is transferred in a given water year, the trans-

feror shall pay to the Company in full: 

(a) All additional water rates and charges due to the Bureau of Reclamation 

which the Company is obligated to collect on account of the approved water 

transfer. 

(b) The Company's water charges and assessments for that year's water 

supply to the land from which the water is being transferred. 
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!l (c) The transferor shall also pay, in advance of the transfer, any standbY 

charges attributable to the subject land for the year of the transfer, and any 

delinquencies on account of past water charges, standby charges or assessments. 

13. Indemnitiqtion: The transferor and transferee shall defend, indemnify, 

and hold harmless the Company against any claims of third parties that the trans-
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fer: 

a. Violates the terms of that certain contract dated February 14, 1968 be­

tween CENTRAL CALIFORNIA IRRIGATION DISTRICT, COLUMBIA 

CANAL COMPANY, SAN LUIS CANAL COMPANY, and FIREBAUGH 

CANAL COMPANY entitled "Second .Amended Contract For Exchange of 

Waters••; 

b. Is not a beneficial or reasonable .use of water; 

c. Violates any law or regulation including, but not limited to the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), CEQA, Endangered Species acts, Water 

Quality statutes, and Area of Origin laws; or 

d. ~as caused or will cause injury or damage to any person or property, 

including violations of any contracts, leases, trust deeds or water rights. 

e. The transferor and transferee shall also defend, indemnify and hold 

harmless the Company from any claims that the transferor or transferee have 

br~ached any contractual or statutory duties pertaining to the transfer. 

f. In addition, the transferor shall relinquish for the duration of the approved 

transfer the right to recei~e from the Company the water supply that is the sub­

ject of the approved transfer. The transferor and transferee shall abide by the 

termina.tion date of the· transfer unless extended in the manner provided by law 

and not contest the return of the transferred water supply to the Company's 

service area upon such termination. In particular, the transferee shall waive any 
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claim of dependency, detrimental reliance, or intervening public use as a basts 

for extending the water transfer beyond its approved term. 

g. Prior· to approval of the proposed transfer, the Transferor shall deliver to 
. . 

f') 
the Company an agreement, in a form acceptable to the Company, signed by the 

Transferor and Transferee by which they agree to conform to these Rules and 

r· Regulations, and in particular this Article 13 and transferor agrees t0 fallow the 

~. I land to which the transferred water would have be·en delivered. . 
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The ~oregoing regulations were adopted by the Columbia Canal Company at 

a regular meeting of its Board of Directors on July· s. , 1993. 
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INDEMNIFICATION AND FALLOWING AGREEMENT 

This Agreement is made by and between COLUMBIA CANAL 

COMPANY (hereinafter "Company") and the hereinafter named Transferor and 

Transferee on the date hereinafter set forth in the County of Madera, State. of 

California. 

TRANSFEROR: 

TRANSFEREE: 

PROPOSED 
TRANSFER: 

In consideration of Company= s approval of their proposed water transfer, 

and in order to prevent unreasonable impacts on Company•s water supply, 

operations, and financial condition, the above-named Transferor and Transferee 

agree and covenant as follows: 

1. TRANSFER SUBJECT TO RULES AND REGULATIONS.-

1.01 The said transfer shall be subject to the Company•s ••Rules and 

Regulations Governing Transfers of Water Under the Central Valley Project 

Improvement Act of 1992 (PL 102-575) ". 

2. JOINT INDEMNIFICATION. 

2.02 The Transferor and Transferee jointly and severally agree to de-

fend, indemnify and hold harmless the Company against any claims of third par­

ties tbat the transfer: 

a. Violates the terms of that certain contract dated February 14, 

l968 between CENTRAL CALIFORNIA IRRIGATION DISTRICT, 

COLUMBIA CANAL COMPANY, SAN LUIS CANAL COMPANY, 

and FIREBAUGH CANAL COMPANY entitled .. Second Amended 

-1-
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Contract For Exchange of Waters ••; 

b. Is not a beneficial or reasonable use of water; 

c. Violates any law or regulation includmg, but not limited to the 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), CEQA, Endangered Species 

acts, Water Quality statutes, and Area of Origin laws; or 

d. Has caused or will cause injury or damage to any person or 

property, including violations of any contracts, leases, trust deeds or water 

rights. 

3. RELINQUISHMENT OF RIGHT TO RECEIVE WATER. 

[I 3.01 The Transferor relinquishes for the duration of the approved trans-
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fer the right to receive from the Company the water supply that is the subject of 

the approved transfer for use on the land within Company•s service area. 

4. TRANSFEROR TO FALLOW LAND~ 

4.01 Transferor agrees for the----- crop year(s) and any subse-

quent crop years for which this transfer may be extended to fallow the property 

described in Exhibit A attached hereto which lies within the service area of 

Company which would have been entitled to receive all or portions of the water 

transferred. 

4.02 The word "fallow" as used herein shall mean that the land will not be 

used to grow irrigated crops. Any non-irrigated crop may be grown thereon. 

4.03 Transferor further agrees that while the land is fallowed that it will 

be kept clear of weeds or noxious plant life so that the same will not be allowed 

to go to seed. 

4:04 Transferor ag~ees that if he fails to comply with the provisions of this 

Article 4 that Company, together with any other remedies available under the 

laws of the State of California~ may terminate delivery of the transferred water 

to Transferee and terminate delivery of Company water to Transferor for the 
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land herein described until compliance with the terms hereof is made by 

Transferor. 

S. TRANSFEROR TO INDEMNIFY CO:MPANY. 

5.01 The Transferor agrees to defend, indemnify and hold harmless the 

Company from any claims that the transfer violates the rights of any tenants or 

other persons having any interest in the Transferor• s land or water supply. 

· 5.02 The Transferor further agrees to defend, indemnify and hold harm-

less the Company from claims that the Transferor has breached the terms of any 

n agreements relating to the transfer of the water supply' or has failed to comply 

l l with any applicable laws or regulations, or has negligently or intentionally caused 

any injury or damage in the ·implementation of the water transfer. 
f1 , I '· TRANSFEREE TO INDEMNIFY COMPANY. 

fl 6.01 
t · Company from any claims that the Transferee has breached the terms of any 

The Transferee agrees to defend. indemnify and hold harmless the 

lJ a~reement relating to the transfer of the water supply, or has failed to comply 

with any applicable laws or regulations, or bas negligendy or intentionally 

f j caused any injury or damage in the implem~ntation of the water·transfer. 

6.02 The Transferee covenants to abide by the termiuation date of the 
1_)1 

)_ . transfer unless extended in the manner provided by law and not to contest the 

1 1 return of the transferred water supply to the Company's service area upon such 
1 I 
,_) termination. 
i r 
I ' ' I 
L ) 6.03 In particular, the Transferee waives any claim of dependency, detri-

r 1 mental reliance, or intervening public use as a basis for extending the water 
I i 
c. .. ! transfer beyond its approved term or any approved extension thereof. 
i I 
! I 
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6.04 Transferee recognizes that this transfer may be terminated as to 

future deliveries if Transferor violates the provisons of Article 4 hereof. 

***** 
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7 .. 'GENERAL PROVISONS. • 

7.01 The foregoing indemnification provisions expressly include indemni­

fication of the Company for any fees of attorneys, consultants or expert witnesses 

reasonably incurred by the Company in protecting itself against the subject claim 

or claims. 

7.02 This Indemnification Agreement shall be binding upon the heirs, sue-

. cessors and assigns of the Transferor and Transferee. A re-transfer of the water 

supply by the Transferee to a third party shall not relieve the: Transferee of any 

obligation$ under this agreement. and any Re-transferee shall be subject to all of 

the terms and provisions hereof. 

7.03 In the event suit is brought to enforce or interpret any part of this 

agreement, the prevailing party shall b~ entitled to recover as an element of their 

costs of suit, and not as damages, a reasonable attorneys fee to. be fixed by the 

court. The •prevailing party•• shall be the party· who is entided to recover their 

costs of suit, whether or not the suit proceeds to :final judgment. A party not en­

titled to recover his costs shall not recover attorneys fees. No sum for attomeys 

fees shall be counted in calculating the amount of a judgment for purposes of de­

terminiug whether a party is entitled to recover his costs or attorneys fees. 

Dated: 

Dated: 
•Transfereen 

Dated: Columbia Canal Company 

By: -----------------President 
.. Company .. 
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